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Abstract

In Awara city, Fukui Prefecture, no thorough investigations of accent systems have been
made, and neither their distribution nor their details have been revealed until today. The author
conducted fieldwork and found out that N-pattern accent systems were distributed in almost the
whole area of the city. 2-pattern accent systems, known as “Mikuni type,” are widespread in
the city, especially in the southern part, and three kinds of 3-pattern accent systems which differ
substantially from each other in their tonal realization are distributed in the northern part,
particularly around Lake Kitagata. In addition to various N-pattern systems, a multiple-pattern
system similar to those in the Kaga region of Ishikawa Prefecture was found by Lake Kitagata.
In this paper, the author reports the outlines and distribution of various accent systems found in

the city.
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