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A Qualitative Study of the Facilitation of Middle School Teachers in School Events:

From the Perspective of Group Socialization Theory

Aiko KOMOTO

This study explored how Japanese middle school teachers interact with their students in school events in order to support students’

long-term socioemotional development. Qualitative analysis of four middle school teachers revealed that, from the perspective of group

socialization theory (Harris, 1995), teachers facilitate students* assimilation and differentiation differently according to what aspects

students need to be nurtured in their schools. Teachers do not always interact with their students directly. Instead, they elaborate the

structure of events and keep their eyes on what students are doing in school events. Those kinds of interactions may encourage students’

autonomous engagement with school events and facilitate students " socialization in peer group.
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