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In Memoriam Professor Shinzo Kiuchi
by Masatoshi Yoshino
Chairman of the National Committee
for IGU in Japan, and
Vice-President of IGU

Professor Shinzo Kiuchi, former Vice-President for the terms 1972-1976 and 1976-1980,
died in Tokyo on April 7, 1993, with deep sorrow of geographers all over the world. He
was born in Tokyo November 19, 1910, and educated in Tokyo. He graduated from the
Tokyo University (BSc) with a major of geography in 1935 and entered the graduated
course in the same year to study further geography under the leadership of Professor Taro
Tsujimura, one of the most eminent geographers in Japan. In 1938, he got a position of
assistant and in 1942, instructor at Geography Department of the same University. During
these days, he joined many times to the field study groups in China and Korea and
carried on enthusiastically researches on urban geography in East Asia from the global
point of view.

In 1945, he was burnt out by bombing fire at Komagome in Tokyo. Under the difficult
situation just after the defeat of the War II, he continued his academic activity. He was
nominated to a lecturer in 1948. He received Doctor of Science Degree at the Tokyo
University by presenting “Geographical Studies on Cities” in 1950. This work, published as
a book in Japanese, was a “bible” for Japanese geographers at that period and he received
the Carl Ritter Silver Prize from the Geographical Society of Berlin in 1959 for his valuable
contribution by this book.

His interest was directed not only to urban geography, but also to a wide range of
geography and further to earth science, regional studies, environmental sciences etc. He
was a president of the Association of Japanese Geographers, president of the Japan
Association of Urban Studies (Nippon Toshi Gakkai), chairman of the Geography
Committee of the Pacific Science Foundation and worked actively in many other learned
societies. The American Geographical Society presented him the Davidson Gold Medal and
the Royal Geographical Society of Scotland and the Austrian Geographical Society
nominated him to an honorable member respectively.

Under his influence, Japanise urban geography has developed: The “Committee of

Urbanization” and later “The Committee of Urban Geography”, established within the
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Association of Japanese Geographers, began activity in 1958. He was also involved in the
committees in Tokyo Municipal Research Institute (Tokyo Shisei Chosakai), Japan Centre
for Area Development (Nippan Chiiki Kaihatsu Centre)) Chubu Centre for Area
Development Research and Tokyo Metropolitan Government. This means that his activity
was not limited to the inside of geographical organizations, but expanded to the
urban/municipal policy and planning fields.

In 1968, he was nominated to a chairman of IGU Commission on the Processes and
Patterns of Urbanization. As internationally known, the fruitful results of this Commission
contributed to level up urban geography to the higher standard of the present day. In
1980, the General Assmbly of IGU approved the proposal of the Executive Committee that
the title of a Lauréat d’'Honneur was given to Professor Kiuchi.

(Bulletin of the International Geographical Union 44, 1994 X b #x#)
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