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Distribution of Accent Systems in the Coastal Area and the

Mountainous Area of Fukui City

MATSUKURA Kohei

Keywords: N-pattern accent, 3-pattern accent, 2-pattern accent, Mikuni type,

Japanese accent, Tarui type, Fukui dialect

Abstract

The author's investigations of accent systems at 29 villages in the coastal area and the
eastern mountainous area of Fukui City show that N-pattern accent systems are distributed
in most of the coastal area and multi-pattern accent systems are distributed in the eastern
mountainous area. This paper will start by outlining the accent systems of each dialect,
going on to compare the accent rules for compound nouns and show how they correspond
to the word classes known as ‘ruibetsu-goi’ (Kindaichi 1974) to reveal the characteristics
of each system in respect of both the synchronic rules and the historical relationship with

other dialects.
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