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Summaries

Dehumanization to the Dead by Judicial Autopsy:
From Mind Perception

Yuko Shiraiwa, Mayu Saito, Kaori Karasawa

For the bereaved family, the deceased are not dead. To the body which no
longer has life in, the bereaved family finds the mind of the deceased and has love
for. That’s reason why they dislike judicial autopsy.

Not only in the dead, we percept minds in various objects such as flowers and
robots. These mental activity is explained from the mind perception theory (Gray,
Gray, & Wegener, 2007). Mind perception that “the target has mind” consists of
two dimensions: “Agency” that the target has the ability to act voluntarily towards
its own purpose, and “Experience” that it has ability to feel pain and pleasure. By
finding such capabilities in the target, we respect it as an autonomous existence
or protect it as protectable. Conversely, to percept the target as lacking in these
abilities is called dehumanization (Haslam, 2006), which justifies harming it.

In this paper, we first describe in detail the bereaved family’s grief to judicial
autopsy, and outline the framework of mind perception/dehumanization theory
and past empirical studies. Furthermore, we report our empirical study to examine
whether judicial autopsy brings mind perception or dehumanization to the dead.
Finally, whether the mind perception to the dead depends on the country, culture

and religion is discussed.

117 (60)



	ヨコ039-057-死生学24-白岩
	ヨコ060-死生学24-Shiraiwa

