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Toward Lifelong Learning for “Work”

Atsushi MAKINO ¥

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

In the prolonged recession, Japanese society is facing a situation that can be called employment
deterioration. It has been brought on by the dismantlement of the so-called Japanese-style employment
practices. However, a structural conversion from a social economy based on the “stock” to one based on
the “flow” exists in the background. In such social circumstances, it will be effective to advocate education
and training for starting work to solve the present problem of making a living. However, this will only
train and give skills for disposable manpower which will be repeatedly thrown away.

The following are some questions that need to be asked. (1) How can we create a structure of
employment that eliminates the distinction between regular employment and non-regular employment? (2)
How can people be offered learning programs that give the individual the powers that can make them
recognize themselves as a part of life in this society, and can have them discover the meaning of their
existence in relation to others? (3) How can people be supported by creating the lifelong learning for
“work” to change the employment structure? In this text, the key frame is to realize these points so that
people can recognize their position and meaning in society, as well as to consider the basic role of lifelong

learning.

Keywords: Employment Deterioration, Lifelong Learning, “Work”
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