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A Study on Legal Issues over Concubines in
Modern China

by NisHipa Masayuki

The monogamous system was specified in both Civil Code and Penal Code
which were enacted in the 20™ century in China. However, the word “concubine”
was not used in them, and concubinage was never banned either. This fact has
raised the arguments over concubines.

Some jurists and the noted-cases acknowledged concubinage. Moreover,
they thought little of the penalization for a husband who had a sexual relationship
with concubines. However, after the arguments about legal issues over
concubines, some members of women’s organizations gave a statement that
concubinage should be banned.

In conclusion, even after the monogamous system was specified in the
Codes, the relationship between a husband and his concubines was not regarded
as marriage, which resulted in the co-existence of monogamy with concubinage
in modern China.
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