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Introduction

Bhaṭṭa Jayanta (ca. 840–900 AD) composed three works on Nyāya, namely, 

the Nyāyakalikā (A bud of logic), the Nyāyapallava (A shoot of logic), and the 

Nyāyamañjarī (A cluster of logic).（1） The Nyāyapallava, a work which is now lost, 

is referred to by a Jaina author Vādidevasūri in his Syādvādaratnākara as 

Pallava.（2） The Nyāyamañjarī, Jayanta’s magnum opus, is a commentary of 

selective sūtras of Akṣapāda’s Nyāyasūtra. There Jayanta cites and expounds the 

definition-sūtras (lakṣaṇasūtra) among the three kinds of sūtras, i.e. enumeration-

sūtras (uddeśasūtra), definition-sūtras (lakṣaṇasūtra) and investigation-sūtras 

(parīkṣāsūtra). The Nyāyakalikā has a similar framework. It explains the sixteen 

padārthas and their subdivisional items, but in much more precise ways than the 

Nyāyamañjarī, mainly just defining each concept. Jayanta does not quote the 

sūtras except for Nyāyasūtra 1.1.1. This work simply explains basic Naiyāyika 

concepts for the sake of understanding of beginners (bālavyutpattaye). It is one of 

the earliest extant examples of works in the Nyāya tradition that intend to be a 

concise textbook for students.（3） For the authorship of this work, see the second 

half of the concluding verse of the Nyāyakalikā: nyāyasya kalikāmātraṃ jayantaḥ 

paryadīdṛśat. The author himself explicitly states that it was he, Jayanta, who 

１　Raghavan [1964:v].

２　Raghavan [1964:v] and Marui [2000:93].

３　In the Buddhist tradition we have, e.g. Vasubandhu’s Pañcaskandhaka and 

Śaṅkarasvāmin’s Nyāyapraveśa.
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composed the Nyāyakalikā.（4）

A previous edition and manuscripts consulted
For preparing the present edition I consulted G. Jhā’s edition (Ed), which is 

the sole edition hitherto published, and seven manuscripts, among which three 

manuscripts are written in Śāradā script: two BORI manuscripts (B1, B2) and one 

Göttingen manuscript (G1). 

Previous edition  

　　　Ed The Nyāyakalikā of Jayanta. Ed. Ganganath Jha. Princess of Wales 

Sarasvati Bhavana Texts, No. 17. Benares, 1925.  

Manuscripts

　　　B1  A manuscript preserved in the Bhandarkar Oriental Research 

Institute, Pune, No. 385 of 1875–76, ff. 1r1–17r15. Paper. Complete. 

Śāradā.  

　　　B2  A manuscript preserved in the Bhandarkar Oriental Research 

Institute, Pune, No. 386 of 1875–76, f f. 8v13–26r10. Paper. 

Complete. Śāradā. 

　　　B3  A manuscript preserved in the Bhandarkar Oriental Research 

Institute, Pune, No. 388 of 1875–76, ff. 1v1–13r7. Paper. Complete. 

Kashmirian Devanāgarī.  

　　　G1  A manuscript preser ved in the Niedersächsische Staats- und 

Universitätsbibliothek, Göttingen, Cod. Ms. Sanscr, Mu. II, 26. 32 

folios. Paper. Incomplete. Śāradā.  

　　　L1  A manuscript preserved in the Lālacandra Śodha Pustakālaya 

(Lāhaura), DAV College, Chandigarh, No. 1999. 19 folios. Paper. 

Complete. Devanāgarī. Dated as Saṃvat 1882 Kārtika (1825 AD).  

　　　R1  A manuscript preserved in the Sri Rambir Research Institute (Sri 

４　For further discussions of the authorship, see Marui [2000][2008].
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Rambira Raghunatha Temple Manuscript Library), Jammu, No. 

1553. 3 folios. Paper. Complete. Devanāgarī.  

　　　V1  A manuscript preserved in the Central Library, Banaras Hindu 

University, Varanasi, S. No. 3C/2423, Accn. No. C1407, f f. 1v1–

18v13. Paper. Complete. Kashmirian Devanāgarī. Dated as Saṃvat 

1879 Caitra (1823 AD).  

Conventions used in the edition
There are four layers on each page except for the pages on which the second 

is not necessary. The first layer gives the edited text. The division into sections 

and paragraphs is mine. Numbers and Sanskrit subtitles in brackets are given in 

the beginning of each section, subsection, subsubsection and so on according to 

the structure of the text in order to clarify the context and correlate the present 

edition with the future translation. The punctuation, using daṇḍas and commas, is 

mine. The second layer shows passages that are quoted from or parallel to 

passages of Jayanta’s predecessors, e.g. Akṣapāda; cross-references inside the 

text and testimonia are also repor ted here. The third layer shows the 

corresponding portions of the Nyāyamañjarī in which Jayanta discusses the same 

topic, as well as parallel passages in it that help to clarify his intention. The fourth 

layer is the critical apparatus for variants. The critical apparatus is positive: each 

adopted reading for which there are variants is repeated after the line number in 

the edition and followed by a lemma sign ‘]’. This is followed by the siglum of 

editions and manuscripts which support the accepted reading. After a semi-colon 

the variant is given with the siglum of the edition/manuscript. I have not reported 

the punctuation and non-substantive variants of the editions and manuscripts, e.g. 

the non-application of sandhi or common or thographic variants such as 

gemination or degemination of consonants after or before semi-vowels, and the 

exchange of anusvāraḥ and homorganic nasals. However I reproduce them when 

a reading of an edition or a manuscript is quoted as a substantive variant. 
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Other abbreviations
　　　ac Readings before correction (ante correctionem). 

　　　pc Readings after correction (post correctionem). 

　　　mar Marginal notes.

(eyeskip) The variant is caused by eyeskip. 

(marked)  The variant is marked with a dot above the letter without 

correction. 

(unmetrical) The variant reading is unmetrical. 

　　　ed. Published edition. 

　　　em. Emendation by the editor. 

　　　om. Omission of the reading. 

　　　+++  Lacuna. The number of signs approximately corresponds to the 

number of missing letters. 
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