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Harpoon Heads from the Moyoro Shell Mound

Ken Takahashi

This paper discusses the harpoon heads excavated from the Moyoro Shell Moﬁnd, a famous
archaeological site of the Okhotsk culture in Abashiri City, Hokkaido Prefecture. The site is located
on the left bank of the Abashiri River, which flows into the Okhotsk Sea (Fig. 1). Archaeological
finds from the Moyoro Shell Mound, which were excavated from the Pit-dwelling No.10 in 1948
(Komai ed. 1964), are preserved by the Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Letters, the
University of Tokyo. In this paper, harpoon heads made of bone and antlers in this collection will
be described and discussed. In addition, some harpoon heads in the collection of the Hakodate City
Museum will also be discussed; these specimens were unearthed from the Moyoro Shell Mound in
1941 and 1942.

From the Pit-dwelling No.10, 23 harpoon heads were excavated (Fig. 2~5, PL. 1~4). They are
classified by the way they are hafted and connected to the line. While only one male harpoon head
was found from the floor of the dwelling, 22 female harpoon heads were unearthed from the floor
and upper layers, including five unfinished specimens. The female-toggle harpoon heads are
subdivided into four types.

Type I is an open socket harpoon head, with a line groove also used for lashing the shaft or the
foreshaft. Type II is an open socket harpoon head with two line holes to hold the harpoon head and
a groove for lashing the shaft or the foreshaft. Type III is a closed socket harpoon head with a thin
body. Type IV is an open socket harpoon head with two line holes, which belongs to the Ainu
period. The number of harpoon heads of each type found from each layer is shown in Table 2.
Type I harpoon heads constitute a large proportion of the unearthed harpoon heads, while only one
specimen for each of Type II, Type III, and Type IV was found from the topsoil.

Some of the Type I harpoon heads show the traces of reprocessing (Fig. 6). The reduction
process of this type of harpoon heads was reconstructed based on these materials (Fig. 7). The
Type II harpoon heads in eastern Hokkaido, distributed from Tokoro to Nemuro, are typologically
different from the Type II harpoon heads in Southern Kuriles (Fig. 8). Some of the Type III

harpoon heads are made of the ribs of sea mammals; this technique is characteristic of this site

(Fig. 9).
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