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SUMMARY

A study on regional forest planning for recreation and tourism

management in modern Japan

TANAKA, Nobuhiko

In Japan, more than 120 million people live on about 380,000 km’ of land,
almost two thirds of which are covered with forests. This means that most Japanese
often spend their leisure time in or near forests. It is therefore important to consider
how to manage Japanese forests for recreation and tourism not only for tangible uses
such as camping or wilderness experience, but also for intangible uses that will make
the environment more pleasant.

Investigations in this dissertation were carried out taking this background into
consideration. Methods for appropriate forest management in Japan are discussed

through out the paper.

In the Preface, the significance of studies in each chapter and the

composition of the dissertation are described.

In Chapter 1, the general situation of tourism and recreation in modern Japan
and the modern Japanese lifestyle are discussed using existing statistics, and the

characteristics of tourism and recreation in modern Japan were examined. Then, the



issues which the forest administrators have to pay particular attention to are identified.

In the latter half of Chapter 1, trends in forest tourism and recreation in
modern Japan are analyzed. Specifically, the existing government statistics of tourism
and recreation which have relation with forest recreational administration, such as
"Japanese Agriculture and Forestry Census" and "Public Opinion Polls on Multiple
Forest Functions" are analyzed according to the criteria and indicators of the Montreal
Process. As a result, information was obtained on the current states of "Acreage of
Forest Recreation Areas", "Facilities for Forest Recreation" and "the Number of
Visitors" in Japan.

In addition, trends in tourism and recreation in terms of forest management
are analyzed using the time series data in the "Japanese Leisure White Paper".
Specifically, the participation rate of 89 leisure activities in the last three decades are
analyzed from the viewpoint of forest management. As a result, it was clarified that
there are not obvious relationship between the height of participation rate and the way
of forest use, fluctuation of participation rate and the way of forest use, nor the height
participation rate and its fluctuation, respectively.

This means that forest management should be done by considering the

characteristics of each tourism and recreation activity in Japan.

In Chapter 2, the history of the Japanese forest administration which has
affected tourism and recreation since the Meiji era is analyzed in time series. As a
result, modern forest administration was divided into the following eight periods: 1)

(ca. 1860s to 1900) Modemn forest administration began in the early Meiji Era and



administration for forest tourism and recreation was also begun in the late 19th
century in Japan. 2) (ca. 1900 to 1920s) The forest recreational administration in the
Taisho Era was relatively stable, and the recreational forest such as National
Protection Forests were established nationwide. 3) (1930s to 1940s) Forest recreation
administration reached its peak in the early Showa Era but was suddenly interrupted
by World War II. 4) (early to mid 1950s) Forest recreation administration was
neglected because of the loss of World War II and general forest administration
system was reestablished. 5) (late 1950s to mid 1960s) Forest recreation
administration was started again in the late 1950s to mid 1960s. 6) Recreation became
one of the common forest policies for national forests in the late 1960s. 7) Forest
recreation administration became one of the most common forest policies not only for
the national forests but also for the private and local government forests in the 1970s
to mid 1980s. 8) Forest recreation administration remarkably diversifies after the late

1980s.

Chapter 3, a review of the literature in terms of forest tourism and recreation
after World War II shows that studies were sporadically done from the 1940s to
1960s. It was also found that the National Recreational Forest designated in the late
1960s became a pioneer research topic which were intensively investigated. After this
research, forest recreation became one of the most popular research topics in Japan;

21 kinds of research topics have been intensively pursued since the postwar period.

Chapter 4 describes investigation into the actual conditions of recreation



forests in Chiba Prefecture. Specifically, daily operations investigated in vsix Chiba
Prefecture recreation forests using diaries of maintenance people. A questionnaire was
administrated to the managers of the six recreational forests using the AHP (Analytic
Hierarchical Process) Method. As a result, it was found that, as the area of the
Recreational Forest broadened, the labor force devoted to visitor management
increased while less labor was devoted to vegetation and animal management. The
managers were aware of this tendency and they hoped to make devote more labor to

vegetation and animal management.

Chapter 5 describes a method which was developed to measure tourism and
recreation potential geographically in a certain Regional Forest Planning Area. This
method was also applied to two actual Regional Forest Planning Areas. One was the
Kasumigaura Regional Planning Area located in flat terrain near Tokyo. The other
was the Yamizo-Taga Regional Planning Area which is located in a rural, mountain
region. Using an existing database on recreational resources and facilities, every
resource and facility in these regions were identified geographically and ranked from
one to four points in terms of their importance to forest management. Then these
points were tabulated in 1-km by 1-km grids to create basic potential maps. Next, the
final potential maps were created by smoothing the grid map using a filtering method.
As a result, 75 important sites in the Kasumigaura area and 32 important sites in the
Yamizo-Taga area were identified and the high potential areas were classified into six
types. Finally, proper management plans for each site are examined taking topography

and land use into consideration.
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£ F—6 HABROEREHAD- AQENE-BF AQZE (AAEEIF

=

BTN oy ETNAD ELEE | ADEE
Ea ' ABEE 5 EMEG)  (km2) | (A/km2)

;) T 2000~ 2005 1999 1999
INDTSTF: 72,339 68,030 140,369 106 2.1 143,998 866
23680 23389 47,069 101 0.7 99,268 468
BE 62,303 65031 127,334 06 0.1 372818 339
A1k 528,513 496,583 1,025,096 106 1.5 3,287,263 295
I4)EY 38,836 38,295 77,131 101 1.9 300,000 251
AFYR 29,323 30,218 59,541 97 0.2 242,900 241
b L 39,454 39,721 79,175 99 13 331,689 234
Ry 40,184 41,824 82,008 96 A 0.04 357,022 230
1537 27,887 29,616 57,503 94 A 013 301,318 180
INFRE 74,492 70,479 144,971 106 2.5 796,095 165
§ 660,476 624,495 1,284,971 106 0.7 9,596,961 131
FA4TYT 58,953 57,976 116,929 102 2.6 923,768 115
AVERIT 107,755 107,085 214,840 101 1.2 1,904,569 107
IR 28,961 30,492 59,453 95 0.4 551,500 107
IFAET 32,045 32,415 64,460 99 24 1,104,300 54
FTAIHAERE 140993 144,933 285,926 97 09 9,363,520 29
av7y 67,685 76,979 144,664 88 A 0.64 17,075,400 9
h+4 15,356 15,659 31,015 98 08 9,970,610 3
A—=ALSUT 9,629 9,710 19,339 99 1.0 _7,741.220] 2]

“E¥: UN, World Population Prospects:2001 UN, Demographic Yearbook 1999%F hit
EiItSFE- \OREWNEARTAOSKTEHE2001.72002]
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