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Verbal Ability of Japanese Children Living in Abroad

Sukeyori SHIBA, Kikuko OHAMA and Hiroyuki NQGUCHI

Vocabulary of Japanese children who live in a bilingual or trilingual environment was
measured and analyzed in relation to results of 'a questionnire. A semi-adaptive test of
Japanese vocabulary was administered to about four hundred Japanese children from the first
to the ninth graders in Canada, U.S.A., Australia-and Switzerland. Testing procedure con-
sists of two steps; a short form of the stratified adaptive test for preliminary measurements
and a conventional test for accurate measurement. Each child was tested individually, at
first, by the short form, and then was tested again by one of the ten forims of the conven-
tional tests with appropriate difficulty. The distributions of scores of vocabulary were lower
and. wider in their ranges, in general, comparing to the distributions of the scores obtained
from standard group of children in Tokyo. . Children who have been abroad for long years
show more retardation in their vocabulary development. This tendency was especially signi-
ficant among children from the first to the forth graders. It was suggested that the critical
period for the acquistion of maternal language might exist by the age of ten years old. From
methodological point of view, the efficiency of the testing procedure was evaluated. Test
mformatmn curves obtained from the results of the stratified adaptive test show, in most
cases, that the’ adaptlve test works fairly" well as the preliminary measurement in choosmg
an appropriate form of conventional test.
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