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A Movement of Reinterpretation of History of American Education
—historiography of education in the United States in the 1960 s
and the 1970’s—

Yasuto Miyazawa

I Bailyn’s Criticism to Study of History of Education
I Several Responses of Educational Historians to Bailyn’s Criticism

III Cremin’s Attempt to revise A History of American Education

The decade which is indicated hére in this paper witnessed a movement of reinterpretation
and revision of history of American education. ‘

The movement could be briefly descrited as having started with Bernard Bailyn’s well-known
attempt to define the scope of educational history (Education in the Forming of American Society,
.1960) and having culminated in the publication of Lawrence A. Cremin’s first part of his three
volume history of American Education (Ameican Education: The Colonial Experiences 1607-1783,
1970).

When B. Bailyn a general histoian, pointed out that the traditional chronicle of American
education had been narrowly institutional, full of anachronism, and painfully ‘moralistic,no educa-
tional historian denied the righteousness of what he argued. The study of the history of
American education today might be different had Bailyn not written his now famous book in 1960.

Between late sixties and early seventies, there appeared several good works of educational
historiography by educational historians, such as Bower, Elson, Fisher, Krug, Katz, Greer, Brick-
man, Veysey, Sloan and Cremin, most of which might ke regarded as responses to Bailyn’s
criticism.

Bailyn urged historians to think of education not merely as formal pedagogy but as the
““entire process by which a culture transmits itself across the generations.”” He addressed his essay
primarily to professional historians: consequently his essay had little direct impact on current
thinking abtout education itself. However, one historian who saw the wider implication of
Bailyn’s essay was L.A. Cremin. Cremin suggested that the issues which Bailyn had raised had
profound significance for educators in general, as well as for historians.

Cremin supported Bailyn’s criticism of Cubkerley and other historians of earlier generation who
viewed American educational history as simply the story of how the free public school system
had evolved. Cremin, however, sympathized more with Cubberley’s intention than Bailyn had.

Cremin and Cubterley toth kLelieved that educational history, proprely understood, could and should
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inform contemporary educational policy.

As compared with Bailyn, Cremin gave a more restricted definition of education; “‘deliberate,

systematic, and sustained effort to transmit or evoke knowledge, attitudes, values, skills, and

sensibilities”” in his American Education, which has been applauded as the first full-scale attempt

to comprehend the nature and impact of education in the colonial period.

Simply speaking, there have been two different types of writings of educational history ; one is

written by educationists concerned with the history of the school, and the other is written by

historians having some interest in education. One major point I undertake to develop in this

paper is that Cremin is expected to te one of new educational historians who can combine the

two types of edncational history above stated.
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