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The characteristics of female teachers” career-formation at elementary school
Mariko FUNAYAMA, Kumiko TAMAKI, Futaki SUGIYAMA, Yuki KURODA, Sachiko ASAI and Kazue MOCHIZUKI

This paper aims to examine the characteristics of career-formation of female teachers in elementary schools. We conducted
an interview survey to 12 female teachers in metropolitan areas to consider their experiences of teacher allocation every year,
which works as a kind of device that forms teachers’ careers in various political and cultural school contexts. Main findings are as
follows. 1) In teacher allocation, various factors are taken account; customs in their schools, teachers’ own requests, their school
affairs including some troubles, and principal’s decisions. 2) Statistically, female teachers are prone to be allocated to lower grades,
but actually, some of them are repeatedly allocated to upper grades like male teachers. There are 2 types of career among female
teachers, which go through different experiences in various aspects. 3) Female teachers who are repeatedly allocated to lower
grades often request to do that for various reasons. One major reason is their responsibility for care of their families and young
children. In other words, they can continue working as teachers to take lower grade because they can have time to spare. They also
request for their professional development, school improvement, their own character and release from hard work. 4) Meanwhile,
most of female teachers who are often allocated to upper grades don’t take responsibility for care of their families. And they
happened to teach in upper grades at the start of their careers and have some experiences to re-organize (solve) troubled classes.
So, principals assess their successful class management and tend to allocate them to upper grade. However, work of upper grades
is so tough and hard that teachers often get out of condition. We suggest that hard work and responsibility should be distributed to

and shared with whole teachers.
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