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The Construction Process of Social Networks in Local Districts:

A Case Study on the Activities of a Branch Community Center in lida City
Ryogo OGINO and Yuka NAKAMURA

This paper aims to clarify the construction process of social networks in local districts.In recent years, community institutions
and projects have been promoted by some ministries. The number of local authorities introducing local self governing
organizations is gradually increasing. These movements can be seen as promoting community governance. It is necessary to
enhance social capital in order to make community governance fully functional and to stop expanding regional gaps.

From the viewpoint of the formation of social capital, education and learning are dominant elements. The effect of formal
education has already been shown, but research on the construction process of social capital through daily and informal
relationships is lacking. Thus, the purpose of this paper is to describe the construction process of social networks in local districts
through a case study on the activities of a branch community center in lida City, Nagano Prefecture.

The following points were clarified. First, the community residents’ roots leading to community activities were identified. To
be exact, along with residents’ belonging to community organizations, these organizations are bound up with other organizations
through community events and activities of the branch community center. As a result, residents are encouraged to participate in
community activities. Second, belonging to organizations may depend on community and family situations, such as the person’s
job, hometown, type of residence in the community, and whether or not they are married, have children, and live with their parents.

In consideration of these points, to strengthen social networks in local districts, three conditions are needed. First, it is necessary
to create opportunities for all residents to participate in community organizations. Second, the barrier that restricts residents to
participate in community organizations should be eliminated. Third, it is necessary for community organizations to foster links
with each other, rather than acting in isolation, because the more autonomous the activity in local districts, the more restricted the
opportunity for residents to participate in community organizations.

A number of questions require further study. For example, more research is needed on community organizations with weak
links to branch community centers, and detailed analysis about how the age or gender of residents influences the structure of social

networks should also be done.
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