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Review of studies of support for siblings with developmental disabilities

Reiko OTAKI

The purpose of this paper is to review the study on siblings of disabilities, and investigate siblings” experience and the trend

in supports for them. As a result, two important factors are considered, 1) the role as siblings of people with disabilities

were changed with the times, from role as caretaker about people with disabilities into role as siblings who have their own

concern and to be supported. 2) siblings have unusual concerns and opportunities, however, siblings must care for their

problems privately in Japan. To support them, it is required to participate professionals in support program, and to suit the

individual problems of siblings.
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