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Geographical mobility and contribution to the society of students in top rank academic high school in Japan

Takehiko KARIYA, Satoru ANDO, Takumi ARIKAI, Kimihito INOUE, Wataru TAKAHASHI, Kouhei HIRAGI,
Ayaka URUSHIYAMA, Hiroki NAKANISHI and Takeshi HIGETA

For academic high school students in local areas, it is necessary to make geographical transition from their
home town to cities to go to "good" universities, while others may decide to remain their home countries to go
to local colleges. What factors differentiate students into those two routes to have higher education? For what
sake do some students decide to leave for large cities, and others to stay in their home town? This study pays
attention to geographical mobility of students in top rank academic high schools in Japan.

We administered a survey of 3,767 senior students in 12 high schools, all of which admit academically top
students in their areas in 2006 and 2007. By analyzing the survey data, we will explore the following research
questions:

1. What factors, including structural and socio-psychological, influences students’ decision of mobility both at
college entrance and future job entry?

2. What reasons lead them to pursue “elite” universities? Which goals either for self -realization or contribution
to the society give rationale to apply for those universities? Are there any different mechanisms of this deter-
mination between high schools in large cities and rural areas?

3. What factors influence the formation of students’ consciousness to contribute to the society? Do school ex-
periences raise such consciousness? What school activities and cultures affect it?

The data analyses shows that academic high schools in local communities have power to influence students’ mo-

bility and creating consciousness for devoting for the society.
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5 3 &EmE 0.094 1.098 0.207 %%  1.230
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L e [ 0.142 1.152 0326 *%  1.385
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