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The Influence of Decentralized Administration System on the Behavior

of Government and Higher Education Institutions in China
Haibo LIU

After introducing the decentralized administration system of higher education institutions adjustment reform in
the end of 1990’s, the important influence on the behavior of government and higher education institutions is
analyzed. As the system transformation from planning economy to market economy and the reconstruction of in-
tergovernmental relationship in public sector reform, the province level local government has more enthusiasm
to develop local higher education as political interest and meeting of the public need. The higher education in-
stitutions also expand their size under the government demand and considering their own need. The government
power and market mechanism has mixed effect on the independence and autonomy of higher education institu-

tions. The institutional isomorphism and the diversity of higher education institutions is a general characteristics

of higher education development.
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