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Selection of students sent abroad by Monbusho (the ministry of Education)

in 1900's -

in the case of the Imperial University of Tokyo

Naoto TSUJI

Sending students abroad (ryugakusei) has been one of the important policy for higher

education system in modern Japan. They were intended to be a professor after coming back to

Japan. Especially, when the expansion of higher education system began in 1900’s, more

professors were required. So the number of studensts sent abroad increased in 1900’s. But

meanwhile, another opinion occurred : that i1s demanding the immediate reform or abolition of

the student-sending system because of their bad reputation. These arguments influenced some

part of the system. Monbusho, the ministry of education reinforced the supervision over the

students in foreign countries, and tried to select more qualified person worthy for sending

abroad by public subscription. We can also see some changes in the selection from the

Imperial University of Tokyo, but it didn’t alter as demanded.
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