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The Dualism of the Style of Education Policy-Making in the Central Government:
A Case Study of the Policy Concerning Diversification of the Providers of Education

Syun Ikeda

This paper argues that the style of education policy-making changes from “Bureaucratic leadership” to the dualism
of both “Bureaucratic leadership” and “Political leadership” according to the changes of institutional factors around 2000.
The case of the policy concerning diversification of the providers of education analyzed in this paper illustrates the
hypothesis such that the political reform in 1990s and the central government restructuring in 2001 which were intended to
enhance the Cabinet enabled us to make the policy by the “Bureaucratic leadership™ and the “Political leadership” at the
same time.

The studies of education policy so far tend to excessively emphasize the “Political leadership” and think light of the
“Bureaucratic leadership” after 2000s. I think, however, this tendency is one-sided and should be modified. This paper
intends to reveal that “Bureaucratic leadership” is still important in policy-making process after 2000s and that the

“Bureaucratic leadership” and the “Political leadership” function simultaneously in the same policy area.
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