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Information Collecting of Local Government in the Policy for School Construction:

a Step towards the Analysis of Intergovernmental Relations of Educational

Administration by Focusing on the Vertical Intergovernmental Relations

Eiichi AOKI

The purpose of this paper is to examine information collecting of local govern—

ment (Japanese cities, towns, villages) in the policy for school construction and

to consider factor of this behavior.

Through the questionnaire and collecting of data of local governments, the

following points are made clear.

First, when a local government intends to construct a school,

it tends to

collect the information about the other local governments which have constructed
distinguished school. The means of information collecting are visitation of other
local governments or reading magazines for experts and so on. And, it not only
visits the local governments in the prefecture which it belongs to but also the
ones of the other prefectures.

Second, the factors of this behavior are financial capability and information
collecting in ordinary period when the school construction is not actual issue. In
short, the lower the financial capability of local government is, or the more
eagerly the local government collects the information of other local governments,

the more passively the local government collect information of other governments

when school construction become actual issue
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