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Burial process of Roman Villa on the northern flank of Mt. Vesuvius, Italy, was reconstructed

based on sedimentation processes of laharic deposits newly discovered during - for the

extended excavation site in NE to E parts of the Roman Villa. The laharic deposits are distributed

on the lower level of the excavation site. The deposits are divided into four subunits, G -MfL , G -

DfL , G -MfL , G -DfL , based on their sedimentary facies (Mf and Df facies). Mf is characterized by

massive and matrix-supported facies, indicating en masse deposition from a laminar flow process,

and Df is characterized by stratified and clast supported facies, indicating grain-by-grain aggrada-

tion from suspension or traction process. These di erent types of facies are partially transitional

and attributed to variations of sediment/water ratio and internal stress condition inside flows, and

may be resulted from an evolutional process, like a flow transformation, of a single debris flow.

These laharic deposits directly overlie pyroclastic fallout deposits (G -Af) in the initial phase of the

AD eruption, but are eroded and covered by epiclastic deposits (G -Mf , , , and G -Df) derived

from later- and larger-scale laharic events related to the same eruption. The later laharic deposits

include more amounts of basement lava of Mt. Somma, compared with the newly discovered

deposits. Characteristics and interpretation of the deposits suggest that lahars just after the

eruption came from the north to bury the lower level of buildings and have experienced various

types of sedimentation processes. An erosion of the edifice of Mt. Somma may have mainly acted

in the later laharic events.

: Somma-Vesuvio, Pollena eruption, laharic deposits, debris flows, burial process

Fukashi Maeno , Kenji Niihori , Takayuki Kaneko , Toshitsugu Fujii , Setsuya Nakada ,
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Fig. . Location of Somma-Vesuvius volcano and excavation site in Somma-Vesuviana.
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Fig. . Photographs of (a) the eastern side (Vano ) of newly excavated in September

, (b) Apsis (Vano and ), taken in September , (c) Dolias in Area , taken

in September .
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debris flow facies. Df means stratified, clast-supported

Fig. . Model column of deposits related to the

eruption of Vesuvius volcano in areas excavated in

. Mf means massive, matrix-supported

debris flow facies. G -Mf directly covers G -Af in

a southern area.
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Table . Characteristics and interpretation of flow deposits
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Fig. . Stratigraphy of the walls of area excavated in . (a) Southern side.

(b) Eastern side. (c) Northern side. (d) Western side.

/ ,**0 ,**2
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Fig. . Distribution of newly discovered laharic deposits. A broken line shows an erosion contact between G -

Mf and the lower deposits, G -DfL and G -MfL . Upper right figure shows a cross section of deposits along

the line of X-X . On the basis of this mapping, an inferred flow direction of the laharic deposit, G -Mf , is

shown. A photo of the erosion contact is also shown.

G -MfL

G -MfL G -MfL

cm,

cm Fig. , Table m

cm

cm Figs. c, Vano

G -Mf

G -MfL Fig. Area

MfL G -Af Fig.

plane bedding lucite

0 +

+ + + + +

+ +

+ ,

+ , + +

+

+ . + +

+

+ / 2 0 1

+ +

+ , 0

, +, + 3



��������	
������������������

� � �  � ! "
# � �  � � �

# � � �  � �
# �  � # � � $
 � �  

$ � � ! " #  #  
$ #  �

% %

& ' () (*+, -./0�12345 67 89:;<=>?@&�AB3C
DE F& (*+, G H5IJDEKLM NOPQ>RS TJ�UJ;VW��XYZ[8\
�]^_ F& ' () *+, `a5IJ b cPQde\fghiRjk�cYl�;Lm+N
DE F& nJ�]^_ F& ' ( ���opO8qrb�Z
*+, >st� [�u;vw>xyb�Z>

Lmz{0�|Z UJ} ~a5\fRS � �� �� 8�� �}s;N�
��J�|Z C� >��� �PUJ;��@<=

�

279

Fig. . (a) A photograph of a western half of Southern wall in Vano . The succession shows thin fallout

deposits overlaid by thick laharic deposits with massive poor-sorted facies. (b) Magnification of fallout

layers (G -Af), consisting of the lowest part of Southern wall. The deposits directly lie on bricks on the

floor of Vano at this part. (c) A sketch of a western half of Southern wall. Coarse lava blocks

concentrate in the lower part of G -Mf . Left-half of G -Mf directly covers the floor.
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Fig. . (a) A photograph and (b) a sketch of fallout and laharic deposits in the western side of Area .

The location is indicated in Fig. . G -Mf includes more boulder-sized lava fragments than lower

layers. G -MfL and L includes much plants or woods, indicating low temperature of the flow.
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Fig. . (a) A sketch of laharic deposits in the western side of Vano . The location is indicated

in Fig. . (b) A photograph of the same outcrop. (c) Magnification of fallout layers (G -Af),

consisting of the lowest part of the succession. (d) Magnification of a part of G -DfL , showing

very well-sorted and clast-supported facies like a fallout deposit.
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(a) A sketch of laharic deposits in the northern side of Vano . The location is indicatedFig. .

in Fig. . (b) A photograph of the same outcrop. G -DfL is basically characterized by

stratified, well-sorted, and clast-supported facies (subunits a and c), but sometimes has massive

poor-sorted and matrix supported facies (subunit b) like G -Mf .
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Fig. . (a) A photograph and (b) a sketch of fallout and laharic deposits in the northern side of

Area . The location is indicated in Fig. . G -Mf includes many fragments of stucco,

indicating the destruction of building before or during this lahar event.
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Burial process of the Roman villa in Somma-Vesuviana. (a) Pre- eruption. Buildings were reconstructedFig. .

based on sedimentological and archaeological data obtained in . (b) Initial subplinian phase of the

eruption. Scoria and ash were multiply dispersed from the eruptive columns. A few to cm fallout deposits (G -

Af to ) remained. (c) Column collapsing occurred and produced scoria flows in the later phase of subplinian

eruption. After that, many phreatomagmatic explosions occurred and pyroclastic flows were produced in the

climactic phase. G -Af to were produced by these explosive eruptions. (d) Just after the eruption, lahars

buried a northern part of the villa and G -MfLs and G -DfLs were deposited. (e) In major laharic events after the

eruption, many flows occurred. The flows transported large boulders and buried channels produced by

stream flows. Some parts of building may have been destroyed by these energetic debris flows. G -Mfs and Df

were deposited during this stage. (f) After the laharic events, vegetation recovered. (g) AD / eruption

occurred, and the fallout and lahar deposits (G ) buried the villa again. (h) After experiences of the eruption

and other eruptive events which produced G , vegetation recovered again, and today many people live around

the archeological site in Somma-Vesuviana.
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