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18. A Report of the Hyuganada Earthquake
of February 27, 1961.

By Shauzow KOMAKI and Fuyuhiko KISHINOUYE,
Earthquake Research Institute.

A strong earthquake occurred at 3h 11m (JCT) on February 27, 1961, off the coast of
Miyazaki, Kyushu. Its seismic magnitude was estimated as 7.2. In the neighbourhood of
the epicentre of this earthquake, many other earthquake had previously occurred in the
past as shown in Fig. 3.

The damaged area of this earthquake covered most parts of Miyazaki Prefecture and
the eastern part of Kagoshima Prefecture. The seismic intensity on the Japanese scale
at places in the Kyushu District are shown in Fig. 1. The damage to roads, bridges
and other features (Fig. 5) were much affected by “Shirasu” shown in Fig. 6. “Shirasu”
means in Japanese white sand, and is consisted mainly of volcanic ash, pumice and some
fragments of rocks.
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