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A Method of Estimating
Past Urban Population

Toru TANIUCHI

A DID (Densely Inhabited District) is a substantive urban area officially defined by
Bureau of Statistics, and population figures for DID’s have been published at each census since
1960. Comparable figures for earlier years, however, are not available, except an elaborate
estimate of prefectural aggregates.

An estimate of urban population in 1950 based upon the 1960 data has been made in
this paper for each urban centre which was identified as a DID in 1960, applying a relatively
simple method developed by the author.

The method assumes that a local government area consists of urban and rural employ-
ment sectors in the occupational structure, and that the growth of the urban employment
sector almost parallels the growth of urban population. This means that an imputed growth
rate of population in each urban centre can be calculated from basic census data of population
and employment for the local government area in which the urban centre is located.

An examination of the result has proved a good consistency with the preceding
elaborate estimate in terms of prefectural aggregates. The method in this paper is not only
simple but useful, and gives us a prospect to estimate a series of past urban population,

at least dating back to 1920.



