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The Place “Autobiographical” Eyes Meet: On At the Bottom of the
River by Jamaica Kincaid

MIYAKE Yuka

Antigua-born author Jamaica Kincaid (1949- ) is often mentioned as an
autobiographical writer. True, most of Kincaid's major works such as Annie John (1985), Lucy
(1990), and The Autobiography of My Mother (1996) are seemingly written about herself by the
narrator “1.” Kincaid, however, launched her career with Ar the Bottom of the River (1983), a
collection of short stories some of which are a kind of prose poems. Compared with her other
autobiographical work, At the Bottom of the River is highly enigmatic because the narrator in this
work is much more complex.

This paper analyzes the enigmatic writing of At the Bottom of the River based on the
supposition that Kincaid’s mysterious “voice” in this book is an attempt to write autobiography not
only as a serious theme but also as a new method. At the same time, this thesis aims to illuminate
what an autobiographical text is, what makes a series of texts autobiographical, and what enables
us to express ourselves to others when we have no way to know who we are.

To answer these questions, I first inspect the discourses of so-called autobiographical
texts, and then analyze At the Bottom of the River from the viewpoint of the double “differences™
one is the difference generated between the “I” and the image of the “mother” (the mythical
dimension); the other is the difference between the “I” who writes and the “I” who is written (the
historical dimension). These double differences reveal what occurs at each point in Kincaid’s text.

Such process of reading leads us to a deeper perception of autobiographical texts, and of what

happens when we read them.
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