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A comparison between the I. D. Sytin publishing-house and
St-Petersburg committee for literacy.

ONO Tokiko

This paper examines the activities of the 1. D. Sytin publishing-house and St-Petersburg
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committee for literacy that published literary works, especially for masses at the end of the 19-th
century in Russia. Through a comparison between them, we are in a position to analyze the change
in their publishing activities and their representation of the mass image.

First we examine their publishing policies to publish books for the people. The
St-Petersburg committee for literacy supplied literary works of excellent taste. It chose classical
works of famous writers and traditional folklorists. Its activities were based on the belief that
publishers should provide enlightenment to the people. On the other hand Sytin published
chapbooks that were written by hack writers. Though he realized that they were books that would
be criticized as lowbrow literature by intelligentsia, he also knew that the mass readers wanted
such interesting and low-priced books that he published.

These publishing policies were related to images of readers that the two publishers
represented. The St-Petersburg committee for literacy considered readers to be educated people
who should be enlightened with good books. On the other hand, Sytin had an image of the mass
readers as people who read for their entertainment. He believed that the people had the capacity to
distinguish interesting works.

The image of readers, affected their publishing business. The St-Petersburg committee for
literacy published many good books till the year it closed. It failed to research the readers' needs
and only published books for enlightenment. On the other hand, Sytin expanded into production of
various publications. He grew into one of the biggest publishers in Russia because he was always
aware of the readers' needs. He reflected results of marketing research in business.

It was Sytin and other private publishers that found new mass readers, that led the
publishing market to expand. The differences mentioned above between the St-Petersburg
committee for literacy and Sytin, represent a turning point of publishing activities at the end of the

19th century in Russia.
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