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The concept of death as Parting:
Hideo Kishimoto’s life-death view

Kanae Onotani

The purpose of this paper is to attempt to analyze and understand Hideo
Kishimoto’s life-death view, criticizing some interpretations of the concept of
death as Parting, the key concept of his life-death view. The interpretations
to be criticized here are those of Tohru Sagara and Toshiyuki Kubotera.
Kishimoto’s Parting was regarded as an absolute severing, solitude, or
unpleasant void by Sagara. A different view, which will inevitably lead to
regarding parting as a momentary one, was taken by Kubotera. Kishimoto, a
modern rationalist, was considered to have had a belief in eternal life after
death.

According to Kishimoto, people who work for and devote their energy to
the happiness of everyone will find the meaning of their lives in the work for
that happiness. Partings which sometimes happen among the living people
are a chance to be reminded of the sense of solidarity among the people who
endeavor to promote their happiness. The plenitude of the sense of solidarity
is, however, not to be given to the isolated egoists. Death is an overall
parting, which is different from other partings only because it is overall.
Death, though it is painful, is also a chance to be reminded of the sense of
solidarity. It therefore is not convincing to regard death as an absolute
severing, solitude, or unpleasant void, because the sense of solidarity works
against solitude or a sense of void.

Careful investigations of Kishimoto’s writings will also refute Kubotera’s
understanding as a mistake on the grounds that his understanding is
inconsistent with Kishimoto’s whole writings, though Kishimoto used such
words as the life or spirit of the universe which makes us associate with the
afterlife. It will be shown that these usages should be taken only as
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rhetorical. He rejected the irrational idea of an afterlife.

Kishimoto integrated his life into the eternal significance of intimate
solidarity among the people in this world and tried to cope with his death,
comparing his own death to the long term partings in this world between
intimate friends.
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