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The Soul-departing Procession in Hinduism and
the Cultural Practice of Sexual Minorities

Tsunehiko Sugiki

Gai jatra (“Cow procession”) is a festival held in Newari communities in
Nepal every summer in order to transmit souls of those who died in the past
one year to the world of the deity named Yama (i.e. Death), expecting their
good rebirths. In these years, Nepal society finds itself in the mighty swell
of changing times, the globalization. Gai jatra festival is also under the
strong influences of this translocal power. This paper, a case study of
Kathmandu Gai jatra festival, is intended as an analysis of the cultural spaces
for transmitting the souls and human relations observed in it in the global
age.

On the day of this festival when the border between the world of the living
and that of the dead becomes unclear, not all but some aspects of the social
order in Kathmandu become ambiguous. The space and atmosphere arising
in this festival can be regarded as that of world-renouncers, in which the
Newari people send the souls of the dead family members, sensing the
reality of the inevitable death. However, this is also the space for mass grief-
care with cheers and laughs. Priests of the highest caste and the ritual order
prescribed by them such as gender-roles and so forth have important roles
on making this resigning and caring space.

However, in these years, they have witnessed the decline of this ritual
order and the introduction of new ideas on identity and cultural politics of
the global age, which has resulted in the restructuring of the space and
human relations of this festival intricately with the dynamism of the local and
the global, of the multidimensional contentions and agreements. The
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procession by the Blue Diamond Society, which is the first private
organization built in 2001, aiming at the development of the cross-religious
and cross-ethnic association among sexual minorities in Nepal with domestic
and transnational networks and the improvement of their social position, is
the attempt to transmit the souls of those who died for sexual reasons based
on the translocal imagination of the global age and is the claim for
attainment of the rights of the sexual minorities in Nepal.
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