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A Study on Understandiﬁg “Hagakure” from a
View of death and life

Yuichi Yoshihara

The purpose of this paper is to interpret Jyocho Yamamoto’s view of death
and life that was built in pursuit of the meaning of his own life by
understanding “Hagakure”. “Hagakure” is a classic of “Bushido”, the ways
based on the consciousness of the manners and customs of the samurai.
Jyocho Yamamoto, the dictator of this book, was a samurai who served
Mitsushige Nabeshima, a Japanese feudal lord of the Saga district in the Edo
period.

Jyocho presumes that a man is mortal, above all. He cautions that many
people will live a lie unwarily as if their own death were not drawing on
closer. He regards any temporal value system as mere illusions, for he is in
vain satisfied of the reason why a man should die by all accounts.

In dread of death or not, a man has no escape from his own death, why, he
should accept his fate aggressively, Jyocho realizes. He knows that the fear
on the death a man lets build up in his mind is worse than the situation that
actually exists, and he, therefore, is resolute to be beforehand with his
death. It is not preparing against his death but having been dead consciously
that he aims at. To be specific, every morning and night he considers his
death on any imaginable situation, and spends every moment as if it were his
last.

He, a dead person without conventional wisdom, occasionally appears
eccentric and uncanny. This is why he he can show freely his real ability as a
samurai, for instance, on Mitsushige’s death, Jyocho secluded himself from
society. At that time it was forbidden to die for his lord by the Tokugawa
Shogunate, so his deed means that he died a hopeful death and that he
dared to rush in where others hesitated to tread.
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Mitsushige was not only the lord but all in all to Jyocho. Jyocho at the age
of 25, on the job of sheltering books from the fire, was posted to the
attendant on his lord by a call of him. Jyocho felt that the call was the truth
he had longed to hear in this world, and he, then, immediately resolved that
he would sacrifice himself for his lord. The mercy upon him brought him to
his senses and became the only meaning of his life in the illusional world,
everlasting after his death.

The full realization of bonds between his lord and himself enabled Jyocho
to live his proper life without any regret.
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