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—vikalpakasya manovijñānasya vyāvṛttir — 
 

  

 

 

(Laṅkāvātara-sūtra) 

vikalpakasya manovijñānasya vyāvṛttir nirvāṇam

manovijñāna

1976: 130–132 1

1991: 870 2

1981: 85 manovijñāna

3 2016

1981

 

                                                                 
1 1976: 130–132

 

2 1991: 870 manovijñāna

manovijñāna

 

3 1981: 85
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4

1981

 
 

 126.17–127.7  

(1) taddhetvālambanatvān mahāmate saptānāṃ vijñānānāṃ pravṛttir bhavati /  

(2) manovijñānaṃ punar mahāmate viṣayaparicchedābhiniveśena pravartamānaṃ vāsanābhir  

ālayavijñānaṃ prapuṣṇāti / 

(3) manaḥ sahitam ātmātmīyagrāhābhiniveśamanyanākāreṇānupravartate / 

(4) abhinnaśarīralakṣaṇam ālayavijñānahetvālambanaṃ (/) 

(5) svacittadṛśyaviṣayābhiniveśāc cittakalāpaḥ pravartate ’nyonyahetukaḥ /  

(6) udadhitaraṅga iva mahāmate svacittadṛśyaviṣayapavaneritāḥ pravartante nivartante ca /  

(7) atas tena mahāmate manovijñānena vyāvṛttena saptānāṃ vijñānānāṃ vyāvṛttir bhavati //  
 

 (3) manaḥ sahitam

manaḥ sahitam

/ (daṇḍa)  (3) 

5

 

1981: 80–84

6 manaḥsahitam

                                                                 
4  

 punar aparaṃ mahāmate caturvidhaṃ nirvāṇam / katamac caturvidham yaduta bhāvasvabhāvābhāvanirvāṇaṃ lakṣaṇa-

vicitrabhāvābhāvanirvāṇaṃ svalakṣaṇabhāvābhāvāvabodhanirvāṇaṃ skandhānāṃ svasāmānyalakṣaṇasaṃtati-

prabandhavyucchedanirvāṇam / etan mahāmate caturvidhaṃ tīrthakarāṇāṃ nirvāṇaṃ na tu matpravacane / mat-

pravacane punar mahāmate vikalpakasya manovijñānasya vyāvṛttir nirvāṇam ity ucyate / mahāmatir āha / nanu bhaga-

vatāṣṭau vijñānāni vyavasthāpitāni / bhagavān āha / vyavasthāpitāni mahāmate / mahāmatir āha / tad yadi bhagavan 

vyavasthāpitāni tat kathaṃ manovijñānasyaiva vyāvṛttir bhavati na tu saptānāṃ vijñānānām / (LAS 126.6–126.17) 

 

5  (manyanā) 

1981: 79–81  
6  kṣaṇikaṃ punar mahāmate ālayavijñānaṃ tathāgatagarbhaḥ saṃśabditaṃ manaḥsahitaṃ pravṛttivijñānavāsanābhiḥ 

kṣaṇikam anāsravavāsanābhir akṣaṇikaṃ / (LAS 235.15–236.1) : 
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manaḥsahitam 

 (2)  (3) /  (4) /

 (2) (3) (4)  (2) 

manovijñāna  

1991 1976 7

1981 manaḥsahitam

 
 

1991: 872 : manaḥ sahitaṃ 

 manaḥ sahitam 

 manaḥ 

manovijñāna  
 

1991: 871–870

1981 manaḥsahitam

8

 

1991

 

 (2) (3) (4) 1981

1991  
 

1981: 83

 

1991: 871 manovijñāna

manovijñāna

 
 
                                                                 

 

7 1976: 114  

8 2015: 357 1991: 869

1991  
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1991  (3) (4) 

manaḥsahitam

(prapuṣṇāti) 

manaḥsahitam (anupravartate) 

1991  

1991

1991

 

1981

9 manaḥsahitam

 

 (4) 

 (5)  

(4) / (2) (3) (4) 1981

 
 

taddhetvālambanatvān mahāmate saptānāṃ vijñānānāṃ pravṛttir bhavati / manovijñānaṃ punar 

mahāmate viṣayaparicchedābhiniveśena pravartamānaṃ vāsanābhir ālayavijñānaṃ prapuṣṇāti 

manaḥsahitam ātmātmīyagrāhābhiniveśamanyanākāreṇānupravartate ’bhinnaśarīralakṣaṇam āla-

yavijñānahetvālambanaṃ / svacittadṛśyaviṣayābhiniveśāc cittakalāpaḥ pravartate ’nyonyahetukaḥ / 

udadhitaraṅga iva mahāmate svacittadṛśyaviṣayapavaneritāḥ pravartante nivartante ca / atas tena 

mahāmate manovijñānena vyāvṛttena saptānāṃ vijñānānāṃ vyāvṛttir bhavati //  

                                                                 
9 31, 2 1961: 581
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 (2) (3) (4) 

4

LAS 149–154

10  
 

arthavividhavaicitryābhūtaparikalpābhiniveśān mahāmate vikalpaḥ pra-

vartamānaḥ pravartate / nṛṇāṃ grāhyagrāhakābhiniveśābhiniviṣṭānāṃ ca mahāmate svacittadṛś-

yamātrānavadhāritamatīnāṃ ca sadasaddṛṣṭipakṣapatitānāṃ ca mahāmate tīrthakaradṛṣṭiprativi-

kalpavāsanāpratipuṣṭānāṃ bāhyavicitrārthopalambhābhiniveśāc cittacaittakalāpo vikalpasaṃśa-

bditaḥ pravartamānaḥ pravartata ātmātmīyābhiniveśāt / LAS 150.9–16  

11

 
 

 

                                                                 
10 deśayatu me bhagavān deśayatu me sugato ’bhūtaparikalpasya lakṣaṇam kathaṃ kiṃ kena kasya bhagavann 

abhūtaparikalpaḥ pravartamānaḥ pravartate ’bhūtaparikalpo 'bhūtaparikalpa iti bhagavann ucyate / katamasyaitad 

bhagavan dharmasyādhivacanaṃ yadutābhūtaparikalpa iti kiṃ vā prativikalpayann abhūtaparikalpo bhavati / (LAS 

149.13–150.1) 

 

11  (abhūtaparikalpa) tatpuruṣa 2016  
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12

  

 
 

manovijñānaṃ punar mahāmate viṣayaparicchedābhiniveśena pravartamānaṃ vāsanābhir 

ālayavijñānaṃ prapuṣṇāti manaḥsahitam ātmātmīyagrāhābhiniveśamanyanākāreṇānupra-

vartate ’bhinnaśarīralakṣaṇam ālayavijñānahetvālambanaṃ / svacittadṛśyaviṣayābhiniveśāc citta-

kalāpaḥ pravartate ’nyonyahetukaḥ / 1981  

 
 

(cittacaittakalāpo)  

 

(bāhyavicitrārthopalambhābhiniveśa)

(viṣayaparicchedābhiniveśa)

(ātmātmīyābhiniveśa) (ātmātmīyagrāhābhiniveśa)

 

 
 

bhagavān āha / na hi mahāmate vikalpaḥ pravartate nivartate vā / tat kasya 

                                                                 
12 (arthavividhavaicitrya)

atha yad etat sattvabhājanalokasya bahudhā vaicitryam uktaṃ tat kena kṛtam /

AKBh 192. 3
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hetor yaduta sadasato vikalpasyāpravṛttitvād bāhyadṛśyabhāvābhāvāt svacittadṛśya-

mātrāvabodhān mahāmate vikalpo na pravartate na nivartate /  (LAS 151.15–152.1) 

 
 

 (pravartate)  (nivartate) 

 

 

 (6)  
 

udadhitaraṅga iva mahāmate svacittadṛśyaviṣayapavaneritāḥ pravartante nivartante ca / 
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13

  
 

(1) tad

 (1)  
 

(1) taddhetvālambanatvān mahāmate saptānāṃ vijñānānāṃ pravṛttir bhavati / 

 
 

tad Suzuki 1932: 109 1976: 130 1991: 871

1976: 114

1981: 86

14 punar

tad  

 tad 

15

 
 

aparāvṛtte ca tathāgatagarbhaśabdasaṃśabdita ālayavijñāne nāsti saptānāṃ pravṛttivijñānānāṃ 

nirodhaḥ / tat kasya hetos taddhetvālambanapravṛttatvād vijñānānām aviṣayatvāc ca sarva-

śrāvakapratyekabuddhatīrthyayogayogināṃ … /  (LAS 221.12–15) 

                                                                 
13 2016  

14 Peking no. 5519, 127.1.8–127.2.1, Derge no. 4018, 141a5−6: de nyid rgyu dang dmigs pa'i 

phyir rnam par shes pa bdun rnams zhes pa la/ de zhes bya ba ni kun gzhi rnam par shes pa ste/ de nyid gang dag gi rgyu 
dang dmigs pa yin zhes tshig sbyar ro// yang na rtog pa'i yid kyi rnam par shes pa de'i rgyu ni kun gzhi rnam par shes pa 

ste/ dmigs pa yang de nyid do// 

 

15  (LAS 44.3−6) caturbhir 

mahāmate kāraṇaiś cakṣurvijñānaṃ pravartate / katamaiś caturbhiḥ yaduta svacittadṛśyagrahaṇānabodhato 'nādikāla-

prapañcadauṣṭhulyarūpavāsanābhiniveśato vijñānaprakṛtisvabhāvato vicitrarūpalakṣaṇakautūhalataḥ / 
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tad 1976:  

130 1991: 871

 

 
 

 

1981 manaḥsahitam
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Reconsideration of the concept of Nirvana in the Laṅkāvatāra Sūtra: 

With special reference to Nirvana as the cessation of consciousness or manovijñāna 
 

ZENG, Roujia 
 

This paper aims to clarify the interpretation of Nirvana in the Laṅkāvatāra Sūtra (LAS). As is 

well known, LAS is a Mahāyāna sutra composed under the influence of Yogācāra thought. Thus, 

Nirvana in this sutra is explained in association with the tranquility of the eightfold consciousnesses 

particular to Yogācāra philosophy. However, compared with other Yogācāra works, its explanation 

about Nirvana is explicitly unique. In chapter two, this sutra states that the cessation of the 

consciousness with the function of conceptual discrimination represents Nirvana (vikalpakasya 

manovijñānasya vyāvṛttir nirvāṇam; LAS 126. 11–12). In general, the Yogācāra explains that 

Nirvana should be realized through the conversion of ālayavijñāna, or store consciousness. The 

conversion is not considered to be a direct result of the cessation of manovijñāna. Although LAS 

clearly refers to the theory of eightfold consciousnesses in this paragraph, Nirvana in this statement, 

unlike other Yogācāra texts, is not related to the conversion of ālayavijñāna. Previous studies, based 

on the premise that Nirvana in LAS is explicated for Mahayanists, have interpreted the manovijñāna 

here as a concept implying the manas or ālayavijñāna. Zeng (2016), however, pointed out that the 

manovijñāna in this context does not need to be interpreted as other vijñāna, but should be literally 

understood as itself. In addition, Zeng also indicated that LAS intended to expound Nirvana which 

had been accepted among the śrāvakas and pratyekabuddhas in the paragraph under discussion.  

On the basis of these discussions, it should be further explored whether LAS argued just on 

śrāvaka’s Nirvana or intended to comprehend it from a perspective of Mahāyāna. In order to solve 

the issue, this paper critically re-examined the text of this section, and confirmed that the 

grammatical subject in the disputed passages is consistently the term manovijñāna. This 

examination may apparently show that Nirvana in this context is to be regarded as expressing 

Nirvana of śrāvakas. However, when compared with the passages in chapter three of this sutra, 

which deal with the cessation of conceptualization in a profound level, it is evident that the cessation 

of manovijñāna in the paragraph under discussion is understood from the viewpoint of Yogācāra 

philosophy. The passages in chapter three assert that the conceptualization in a profound level attains 

the tranquility through the cessation of a superficial conceptualization, denial of objects in external 

world, and awakening of the reality that there is nothing but one’s own mind (svacittadṛśyamātra). 

In this statement, there are two types of conceptualization, namely a superficial conceptualization 

and a profound one. The former is a mental function limited to conceptualizing, and the latter 

represents the whole mental elements, or cittacaittakalāpa. These two correspond to the mano- 

vijñāna endowed with the function of conceptualization and the aggregation of mind, or cittakalāpa 

in the disputed paragraph in chapter two. The agreement found between these two accounts in 

different chapters shows that Nirvana in chapter two also imply the cessation of whole mental 

activity. In sum, Nirvana defined as cessation of manovijñāna is deeply related to that of Mahāyāna. 
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