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Marked Accents of Compound Verbs in Japanese Dialects
with Multi-type Accentual Systems

TAKAYAMA Rintaro
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Final Pitch Falling, Phrase Initial Pitch Rising, Clause Final Pitch Rising, Expression,

Emphasis, Parallelism, Focus-marking.

Abstract

Based on the research conducted by the author on the accents (i.e. distinctive suprasegmental
features) of compound verbs in Japanese dialects with multi-type accentual systems, this paper
reports the existence of various marked accent forms of compound verbs. There are some cases
where a defference in pragmatic meaning can be detected between an unmarked form that has
undergone a diachronic accent change and a marked form that has not yet been affected by the
change. The marked form, however, will disappear when the change is completed. This paper
points out that pragmatic meanings of this sort derive from meanings conveyed by intonations

(i.e. suprasegmental features except for accents).
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