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I Background and purpose of the research

Agri-tourism in China generally combines agricultural resources, landscape resources and
cultural resources in rural areas (ZHAN,2009); including events such as fruit and vegetable
picking, farming experience, local food and accommodation. Most previous researches of agri-
tourism in China are focused on the cases of larges cities, however, agri-tourism also exists
in surrounding areas of big cities, where the economic degree, residents average income and
the urbanization area are absolutely different from big cities. In this context, this study is
aimed at figuring out the characteristics and challenges of agri-tourism in Shijiazhuang, a city
in Hebei Province near Beijing.

II Research methodology
This research used 4 methods (Literature survey, field survey, hearing investigation and
guestionnaire survey) to examine the following three contents.
(1) The development process of agri-tourism in Hebei Province and Shijiazhuang city.
(2) The situation of Zhoujiazhuangxiang Garden.
(3) Visitors’ assessment of Zhoujiazhuangxiang Garden.

I Result and discussion
(1) The development process of agri-tourism in Hebei Province and Shijiazhuang city
Agri-tourism development in Shijiazhuang can be traced back to late 1990s. In according to
hearing investigation, fruit and vegetable picking is the main event of most agri-tourism
facilities. Agri-tourism has been paid more and more attention for its effectiveness to increase
employment rate and promote farmers’ income, various policies and actions have been
proposed to promote the development of it.
(2) The situation of Zhoujiazhuangxiang Garden
Zhoujiazhuangxiang Garden has four advantages: abundance of agricultural resources,
convenience of access, management stability and government’s support are main advantages
of study area. However, problems are still existing:( It failed to promote added value of agri-
products@ It can't discriminated against other facilities in the same industry® It's not focusing
on maintaining the hard infrastructure in the facility@ Infrastructure improvement around the
facility is insufficient® Employee training is lacking® Due to the development of new tourist



facilities, customers are decreasing.@ @ @ ® ©®are common issues of agri-tourism facilities
in Shijiazhuang.
(3) Visitors® assessment of Zhoujiazhuangxiang Garden

First, according to the questionnaire survey, 60% of visitors are office workers from state-
owned enterprises and private enterprises in Shijiazhuang, and the education level is
considerably higher than the average population in Hebei Province“. Second, the main purpose
of visitors is concentrating on enjoying rural landscapes, natural landscapes and local food
(Fig.1). Third, visitors are satisfied with the deliciousness of agricultural products and the
landscape, but they are less satisfied with the price, the hard infrastructure and the quality of
service and hygiene (Fig.2). Last, from the correlation analysis, "overall satisfaction" is
strongly related to "landscape" and "deliciousness of agricultural products"”.
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Fig.1 The main purpose of visitors Fig.2 Total result on satisfaction®

Through this study, six problems were discovered in Agri-tourism facilities in Shijiazhuang.
Moreover, it was found that contents provided by the facilities and visitor's needs are not in
agreement. In order to suit the local conditions and satisfy visitors' demand better, it is
necessary to reexamine the policy laid out by province and the main contents of agri-tourism
facilities in the city.
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4 The respondents who have the final academic education above the university
graduate account for 53.6%, far exceeding the average level of population over
university graduates in Hebei Province (8%, investigated in 2010).

5 Satisfaction level items were set to 5 levels (dissatisfaction, somewhat dissatisfied,
ordinary, slightly satisfied, satisfied)



