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Reexamination of Tokoshinai-2 type pottery

Hirotsune NISHIMURA

Tokoshinai-2 type pottery of the Late Jomon period is distributed in northern Tohoku region. Nevertheless,
its chronological and geographical range is unclear. This paper examined it geographically, stratigraphically
and typologically. The author analyzed not individual pottery but potteries excavated together in a feature
to examine this type, because it is characterized by the assemblage of some types of pattern. As a result of
the analysis, Tokoshinai-2 type pottery is divided into the two groups. Both groups contain the potteries
with horizontal band pattern and those with smoothed-over cord marks, but they differ from one another
in motifs used in smoothed-over cord marks. One uses interlocking shaped motifs, the other crank or hook
shaped. Because both groups are widely distributed in Tohoku region, there is no geographical difference
between them. By some typological and stratigraphic analyses, the author concluded they have chronological
differences. Thus Tokoshinai-2 type pottery is divided into two phases. Consequently, the middle stage of
the Late Jomon period is divided into three phases in Tohoku. Each phase corresponds to the first half of
Tokoshinai-2 type pottery, the second half and Tokoshinai-3 type. Furthermore, each one is chronologically
equivalent to Kasori-B1, B2 and B3 type pottery, which are distributed in Kanto region.



