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Vowel Epenthesis and Omission in Ewen
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Abstract
The present paper aims to describe morphophonologically conditioned vowel epenthesis and omission
in Ewen, a Tungusic language spoken in the Russian Far East. Vowels are inserted into the stem-suffix
boundary to avoid consonant clusters in the suffixation process, with the exception of n-stems (stems
which have » in the stem final position). N-stems show some. irregularity in terms of allomorph
alternation. When an n-stem is involved, stem final # is deleted to avoid a consonant cluster, and then
vowel epenthesis does not occur. Also, a certain vowel in n-stems will be deleted under a particular

condition. This kind of vowel omission never occurs in other types of stems.
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