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FENENDFRILDEFEZ A ML EBERIIROED
O”Impact of the superpowers —China and the United States— on Mekong River Basin”
The United States, as a superpower, has begun to approach the Mekong River Basin, an
international waterway. The Obama administration brought with it a shift in U.S. foreign
policy, particularly addressing the “rebalancing of Asia.” However, this policy has been
undertaken to restrain China, which exerts a strong influence on Southeast Asia. Moreover,
the U.S. approach to the Mekong River was spurred by a shift to democracy in Myanmar.
China has built successive dams on the river, reflecting a one-sided policy of exploitation
that is increasingly straining the Mekong River Basin’s water resources. Consequently,
downstream countries have voiced criticism of Chinese projects and policies. International
politics still entails “power politics.” Even if an issue involves the use of an international
river, it is much more important to analyze trends of superpower policies and actions than to

analyze an international cooperation framework.

@”The UN Watercourses Convention in Force and the Principle of Equitable Utilization”
The Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of International Watercourses is to

enter into force in August 2014 after adoption by the United Nations General Assembly in



1997. The convention shows international standards for the development and management
of fresh water resources across the border, including rivers, lakes and groundwater. It is
expected to influence international society strongly. Especially, the principle of equitable
utilization is expected to be useful as a solution standard when a dispute arises between a
downstream country and an upstream country on an international river. In fact, although
the convention still had not entered into force, the principle was quoted in the International
Court of Justice ruling. The convention in principle is to discipline only the related parties,
but other rulings or state practices should be observed until it has become an international

customary law.

(®”Analysis of Conflict and Cooperation between China and India on the Brahmaputra
River Basin Water Resources”

The confrontation between China and India concerning water resources in the Brahmaputra
River (known as “Yarlung Zangbo” in Chinese), which flows through both countries, has
been deepening in recent years. There have also been diplomatic negotiations between the
two countries. This study aims to analyze the conflict and cooperation over the
Brahmaputra’s waters.

First, the study describes the South—North Water Transfer Project, a multi-decade
Chinese infrastructure mega-project that aims to channel the abundance of fresh water from
southern China to the more arid north through canal systems. One development included in
a western route of this project involves expanding the Brahmaputra. Ten dams have already
been completed on this river, and China plans to build the world’s largest dam, even larger
than the Three Gorges Dam, on the Brahmaputra. India fears that the project will have a
significant impact on the lower river region.

Second, the study considers both India’s protest as a lower riparian country and China’s
reaction as an upper riparian country. Even though India’s fisheries industry and ecological
system are affected by Chinese development on the river, China did not publicly
acknowledge its development activities until 2010. Instead it pursued what could be called a
silent strategy. Since admitting the project’s existence, China has sought to minimize the
impact on downstream countries. However, the initial silent strategy has clearly amplified
distrust on the Indian side.

Third, the study considers steps toward a cooperative relationship between the two
countries. Although there is no binding legal agreement, China and India have established
an expert-level committee and provided hydrological information to each other. They have
also signed a memorandum of understanding that will guide expansion of their cooperative

relationship.



As a guide to future work, the study indicates the immaturity of international standards
and law to settle a conflict concerning an international river. In this respect, it is important
to analyze the applicability of “the Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of
International Watercourses,” which entered into force in August 2014. Furthermore, the
study indicates that there is a third country, Bangladesh, with concerns regarding the
Brahmaputra’s resources. A water allocation agreement has been signed between India and
Bangladesh.

When we emphasize only the aspects of conflict taking place regarding this international
river, it appears that two large Asian countries are heading toward a collision. However, as
shown in this study, China and India are trying to build a cooperative relationship. This

situation can be perceived as a case study in international trust-building.

@”A Comparative Study of the Agreement Implementation over International Rivers in
India—the Indus, the Ganges, the Mahakali and the Brahmaputra—"

India is a country where four important international rivers flow. The country has
experienced many conflicts with the four neighboring countries concerning water resources.
To resolve conflicts, each country has reached bilateral agreements by signing treaties or
political memoranda. Furthermore, they have put in place permanent joint organizations,
exchange of data, and river inspections. This article aims to analyze the implementation of
the purpose and obligations prescribed in their agreements, something that previous studies
have not been sufficiently analyzed. In addition, a comparative study of the four rivers in
India is presently lacking. Recent disclosure of data and proceedings makes this analysis
possible. India and Pakistan have formed a trusteeship with exchanging data and
performing joint inspections of the Indus River, even during the war. India and China have
cooperated and signed Memorandum of Understandings regarding the Brahmaputra River.
Conversely, the agreements regarding the Ganges and the Mahakali rivers are not fully
implemented owing to lack of money and feasibility studies. It is significant to explore the
similarities and differences of implementation status of past agreements on international

rivers in order to reduce the conflict between nations over water resources in the future.

(®”A Comparative Study of Conflict-Prevention Mechanisms over International Rivers in
India”

This study considers the conflict-prevention mechanisms over international rivers between
India and its neighboring countries (Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal). India is a country
where three important international rivers flow. The discussion concerns the Indus, the

Ganges and the Mahakali rivers. Conflicts have taken place in the past over water resources



between India and its neighboring countries, but India has presently signed treaties and
Memorandum of Understandings and established mutually acceptable mechanisms for the
development and management of the rivers. Furthermore, they have put in place permanent
joint organizations, exchange of data, and river inspections.

Previous studies have analyzed how the conflict-prevention mechanisms were
established in the process; however, no one has examined their effectiveness and
weaknesses. In addition, there are no studies comparing policies and diplomatic efforts for
all three rivers.

India and its neighbors have instituted permanent joint organizations to manage the
water resources and have kept these organizations far from another politics. The role of
mechanism’s factor is important and thus it was also investigated. For example, in the case
of the Indus River, the mechanism does not specify the quantity of water allocated as shown
in the Ganges River, but it effectively provides for a territorial type of sharing. It does not
change the bounders between India and Pakistan, but traces a fictitious line that divides the
basin and limits the sovereign rights of use of each state. In the case of the Mahakali River,
which is at the border of India and Nepal, both countries benefited equally from the
instituted irrigation and flood management policies.

Finally, this study examined the weaknesses of the conflict-prevention mechanisms. In
the case of the Indus River, Pakistan has filed complaints against India to the Permanent
Court of Arbitration concerning water resources for India to resolve the conflict. The court
favored Pakistan on three out of four points, namely the restriction on India to maintain the
minimum flow of the River, environmental protection and the diversion of water. However,
the court ruled against and maintained that the instituted mechanisms function well.

In conclusion, while water supply and demand across the world is tight, considering
mechanisms to prevent conflicts over water resources between countries will be significant.
Especially, water demand in Asia is even sharply increasing compared to the world. Among
them, India is a unique example of a country that shares waterways with more than one

country.

©®”A Comparative Study of Factors for Conflict-Prevention Mechanism on International
Rivers in China”

A Chinese water resources policy has a decisive influence in Asia because China is located
upstream in relation to international rivers that are the major available water resources.
This paper considers the Chinese foreign policies regarding the international rivers and

compares the relationship between China and Kazakhstan, Russia and India with its



relationship with the Mekong River basin countries from the point of view of "conflict-
prevention mechanism."

The common point of these four countries and a region is permanent joint organization
that has built confidence through regular meetings and exchanges of information and data.
However, China has different mechanisms with Kazakhstan and Russia located in the north,
and with India and the Mekong River basin countries located in the south.

Furthermore, China asserts its sovereignty over territory and it has different recognition
over the conflict of international rivers. The relations between China and Kazakhstan, in
particular, has been progressing because of other factors including border security and an oil
resource problem. In any case, China takes a "bilateral approach,” not a "multilateral
approach" covering all the countries involved in the international river basin development.

Therefore, the multilateral approach is the next research challenge.

(@”Development of China’s Multilateral Approach in the Use of International Water
Resources”

China has recently exploited the international water resources that straddle its borders as
the country suffers restrictions on domestic water demand and supply. Although this can
cause conflict with the neighboring countries, with whom their water resources are shared,
China has concluded agreements with these countries and has aimed at appropriate
management of international water resources. China has a tendency to construct bilateral
agreements for avoiding a multilateral approach. However, when the trend of the recent
years is assessed, the possibility of development of a multilateral approach can be
considered.

The present paper primarily analyzes the common characteristics of the conventional
bilateral approach’s contents. Secondly, three multilateral approaches are examined for the
Irtysh, Brahmaputra, and Mekong rivers. Furthermore, changes in the policies of
neighboring countries because of China’s use of international water resources are also

referred to. Finally, the significance of integrated water resources management is discussed.
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