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Considerations on Variant Kanji Characters of the First
Commercial English-Japanese Dictionary

Akira Miyoshi

Keywords: The Commercial English-Japanese dictionary in the Edo Period in Japan,

Kanji and its Variants

Abstract

The first commercial English-Japanese dictionary was published in 1862, and its partial manuscript is
existent. The dictionary has been revised several times, and its final edition was published in 1871.

This paper comparatively discusses usage of Kanji character variants in three documents; namely, the
handwritten manuscript, the first dictionary of woodblock printing and the final one of letterpress printing.

In cases where a set of Kanji variants is used within all three documents, the same character is mostly
used in the manuscript and the first dictionary, while its variant character is used in the final one. And in
cases where a set of Kanji variants is used within each document, numbers of set of Kanji in the manuscript
are larger than those in the first dictionary, which are larger than the numbers in the final dictionary.

This paper shows that writing /printing methods affect character sets used in documents.
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