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A Study on the Toshiro Ito’s Theory of Community Museums:
An Analysis of Articles Published in Monthly Social Education since
the 1970s

Yurie NAKAGAWA*

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

In this paper, I will reconsider the development of Toshiro Ito’s concept of the community museum
concerning the roles of curators from the viewpoint of the curators themselves. I reviewed the characteristics of
his theory through articles published in Monthly Social Education, and clarified the following two points. First,
curators are required to play a role in organizing cross-field research. Second, curators are required to work on
activities with citizens. Based on these two characteristics, Ito sought to organize a system to support them, and
insisted on the presence of curators. Accordingly, museum activities function with the presence of curators as
mediators, and from the viewpoint of museum theory, the museum is able to help citizens foster their autonomous
abilities. However, this viewpoint is limited to the activities of the community museum, and it does not
demonstrate curators’ expertise.

Keywords: Toshiro Ito, Community Museum, Curator
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