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The Social Practices of Independent Chinese
Curators in the Post-Mao Era

Haiyin Chen*

This paper aims to consider the conventions and constraints among the independent curator’s
working strategies in post-Mao China, by using the theoretical frame of “Art Worlds” by H. Becker
and “distinction” by P. Bourdieu.

In 1980s China, it was necessary to be permitted by a public organization to use exhibition facilities.
The examination condition was severe on modern Western art, which made recommendations by
editors and the critics vital to held legitimate exhibition. Young critics made an effort to promote new
trends in party's official magazines, which enabled them to get influential positions in "Art Worlds" in
China where Deng Xiao-Ping's new market policy has just enacted.

The magazine editors and the critics got curatorship during the first exhibition about China’s
Avant-garde art in 1989, and they also made their unique evaluating strategies in order to create
symbolic value against mainstream party-led art world. They set argument focusing on “date” of the
exhibition so that they could avoid troubles about political issues. Besides, they recognized the role of
the curator in two different types; an employee on site or an academic researcher, which influenced

diversification of curatorship after the 1990s.

* Graduate school of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, University of Tokyo

Key Words : Art Worlds, Sociology of Art, Chinese Contemporary Art, Distinction, Curator.
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