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A Study on the Social Change of the Late and Final Formative Period
in the Upper Huallaga Basin, Peru

Yuko KANEZAKI

In the archaeological studies of the Ancient Andes, the social change from the late to the final Formative
Period has been attracting attention of researchers. In the final Formative Period, the ceremonial centers which
flourished in the previous period were abandoned or drastically modified and the architectural complexes
with other features such as long-connected rooms or fortress-like facilities appeared. In addition to, the highly
polished black pottery with specific religious motifs were widely distributed in the late Formative Period
and it disappeared in the beginning of the final Formative Period. Some researchers have claimed that this
was caused by the collapse of a widely believed religious cult in which Chavin de Huantar, one of the largest
ceremonial centers in the late Formative Period, played a dominant role. However, the recent researches have
cleared that the changes of material cultures in each region did not occurred simultaneously, and now it is
needed to consider the process of social change in these periods by examining interrelated change of material
culture in each region in the Central Andes with more detailed chronology. Then, the objective of this article is
to consider it through the case study of the Upper Huallaga Basin, where some architectural complexes in this
period were investigated by Japanese archaeologists.

The date of the transition from the late to the final Formative Period of this region is notably late in
comparison to those of other regions. For considering the reason of it, firstly, the author reconsidered the
change of architecture and pottery of two sites, Kotosh and Sajara-patac. As a result, it was hypothesized that
there were two or three stages of transition in this period. Secondly, the author compared the radiocarbon
dates associated with these changes with the centers in other regions, by means of Bayesian Estimation. And
it was cleared that the date of change of pottery within the late Formative Period, from highly polished black
pottery to localized one, corresponded to that of abandonment of Chavin de Huantar site. However, in the
Upper Huallaga Basin, the change of form and function of religious architecture did not cooccurred in this
time, and it was continued to use the architectural plan of previous one. The change of it occurred later, but
in turn, the features of the pottery appeared in the previous stage continued in this time. Consequently, the
social change of this region in the late and final Formative Period cannot be explained by a single event, and it
is supposed that it was caused by various factors including the change of interactions with other regions, the
change of social structure within the region, and possibly the supra-regional change of religious-ritual systems.





