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* A
SUMMARY

In the area of international business, the research on internationalization and firm performance
has gradually become a major issue in recent years. The perspective of profitability, often adopted by
the previous studies, has been regarded as a short-term and mid-term indicator as for firm
performance. Also, it still has some drawbacks and limitations when examining the effects of a firm's
FDI activity, seen as a long-tem process. This article, therefore, mainly focuses on a long-term
indicator- firm longevity (or survival) to review the research of internationalization and firm
performance.

Firm longevity is a meaningful measure of a firm's performance for shareholders and
stakeholders. It is also associated with corporate sustainability, seen as a crucial issue nowadays. Most
importantly, there is always a need to evaluate the impact of FDI activity, which has the long-term
nature. Although a large number of the previous studies have examined the firm performance from
this perspective, the subjects mainly are foreign subsidiaries or international joint ventures, instead of
parent firms. Thus, it is necessary to reexamine the relationship between internationalization
(especially FDI activity) and parent firm's longevity.

The aim of this article is to review the empirical literature regarding the impact of FDI activity
on parent firm’s longevity. This article not only acknowledges the contributions of previous studies,
but also indicates the definitional and methodological problems in these studies. In the end, this article
provides suggestions regarding future directions for further research.
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