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What Is the Difference between
«to Mean» and «to Communicate»?

Kinoshita, Soichiro

Keywords: non-natural meaning, communication, lying

Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to examine some recent attempts to characterize human communication in
terms of the utterer’s intention, with special attention to what the authors have to say about the act of lying.
In section 1, we will look at Grice’s account in his early work of events of which it is true to say that the
utterer means something, particularly those that Grice would consider to mean something non-naturally. In
sections 2 and 3, we will see that the reason why Grice says of Strawson’s counterexamples to non-natural
meaning, “I do not think [...] indeed that he had meant anything at all”, is that the utterer who non-naturally
meant something could tell the addressee that that is not what he meant. In section 4, drawing on
Kashiwabata’s (2016) proposal to conceive of communication as a form of action, we will argue that one
of the characteristics of human communication in general is the fact that it would make no sense for the
addressee to make an assessment of the utterer’s intention. Finally, in section 5, we will show, on the basis
of this argument, that Miki’s (2017) criticism of Kashiwabata’s idea that lying does not qualify as
communication is not well-founded, maintaining that lying is an act of non-naturally meaning something,

but not communication.
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