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Abstract

Japanese is known to be rich in compound verbs consisting of two verbs joined together, such as
kiri-taosu (cut and knock.down). The combination of two verbs also forms verbal compound nouns, such
as tati-yomi (suru) (stand and read). This study has two goals: (i) to reveal the difference between the two
types of compounds in terms of productivity and (ii) to explain where the difference comes from. The
Lexical Conceptual Structure approach was chosen, because of its capacity to generalize the semantic
structure of verbs. It has been found that the productivity corresponding to the different semantic
relationships tends to be reversed between compound verbs and verbal compound nouns. This study
focuses on compounds where V1 and V2 occur simultaneously, which is the most productive pattern. It
will be shown that manner is not specified in V2 for the compound verbs, while manner is specified in
V2 for verbal compound nouns. It will also be argued that the compound verbs and verbal compound
nouns are subject to the same constraints on the argument structure, but the semantic structure brings

about the difference between the two types of compounds.
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