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A New Perspective of Practice-based Research for Community Media:
With Folk Art, Design and Local Society as Keywords
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A New Perspective of Practice-based Research for
Community Media:
With Folk Art, Design and Local Society as Keywords

Kiyoko Toriumi*

The aim of this study is to propose practice-based research to previous studies which basically
have been research, theory and historical research in community media. This paper consists of three
parts. The first part reviews the changes in terminologies such as community media, alternative
media, citizens media and participatory media. This part also classifies previous literature’s
perspectives into three groups: activism, localism, and amateurism. The second part then examines
the philosophy and practice of Minge: (Japanese folk art) movement to reinforce the debate on the
amateurism. This part also illustrates the framework for the creation of Minge: in the context of
community media. The final part proposes the perspective of “design” which uses practice-based
research as a methodology while comprehensively taking over the previous research by activism,
localism and amateurism. This paper concludes with proposing the design framework for practice-

based research consisting of activity, community of media practice and local society.

* Interfaculty Initiative in Information Studies, The University of Tokyo

Key Words : Community Media, Folk Art, Design, Local Society, Practice-based Research
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