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Chinese Muslim’s View of Life and Death :
The Example of Wang Daiyu (FfYEd)

Xiaoli Ding

China is a multi-ethnic nation composed of Han nationality and 55 ethnic
minorities. Islam is widely accepted by 10 out of the 55 ethnic groups, and
Muslims in China accounting for 0.5% of the national population. Traced back
to 7th century, Islam in China has been practiced for more than 1,400 years.
A distinctive feature of Chinese Muslim is that they are devout Islam, yet such
identity has not forbidden them from absorbing traditional Chinese values such
as those within Confucianism. This characteristic is to be best exemplified in
the case of “Islamic Confucian” (buiru |9|f), who were Muslim scholars in 16th
and 17th centuries trying to express Islamic theology in terms of Confucian
concepts. This thesis mainly analyzes the thoughts of Wang Daiyu, a pioneer
of Islamic Confucians, to explore Chinese Muslim’s view on the philosophical
problem of life and death. Wang’s ideas concerning this theme has been largely
neglected until this point.

In the first chapter, this paper examines Wang’s Great Learning of the Pure
and Real (Qingzhen Daxue /HF K to define, first three key words of his
thoughts: Allah, the Ultimate of Non-being (Wuji 1) and man, then two
characteristics: “Allah-centrism” and “human superiority”. These two charac-
teristics, serving as key concepts, unable us to take a grasp, in the following

chapters, at Wang Daiyu’s thoughts as a whole as well as on life and death.
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Summaries

Chapter two “Allah-centrism” clarifies Wang Daiyu’s two theories of
creation, that is, the creationism of the universe and the creationism of human
beings. Wang believes that all natural things in the universe originated from
the unity of the Ultimate of Non-being and the Great Ultimate of being (Taiji
KHiR), both created by God, while the Ultimate of human being (Renji AiR)
Adam is created directly by God. In his opinion, man created by Allah will
eventually return to Allah, and death represents such return.

Chapter three “human superiority” focuses on Wang’s emphasis upon
human superiority in the metaphysical world and the material world. The
metaphysical world contains humans, immortals, jinn (shen " #fi (3 >) }) and
ghosts, among which human is the supreme. The material world is composed
of animals, plants and so on. Wang suggests that it is “spirituality”, a feature
possessed only by human, that makes them far surpass animals and plants.
Spirituality is the reason that human can judge right and wrong and exist
permanently after death. Through a comparison with animals, he heightens
human’s responsibility to cultivate their morality.

To sum up, for Wang Daiyu, death is to return to Allah and thus not a
terrible thing. Moreover, after death, human beings will be resurrected, then
judged by their actions in this world, according to the result of which they will
either rise to heaven or fall into hell. Only those who become saints and sages
in this life can truly return to Allah. It is on such accounts that, regarding
how should we live this life on earth, Wang agrees with the Confucian ideas of
moral cultivation to obtain sainthood and sagehood without losing sight of the

significance of the six articles of faith and five pillars of Islam.
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