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Work Environment and Teachers’ Career Choice, Teacher Supply
‘Research Trends and Future Issues

Akihiro HASHINO

Teachers’ career choice and teacher supply have long been important topics of primary and secondary education policy, and
there is a growing interest in the relationship between the work environment and career choice of youth in recent years. However,
the accumulation of empirical research in Japan is so insufficient that little agreement has been reached concerning the impact of
the work environment, which is classified as an “extrinsic” factor. In this paper we examine research on teachers’ career choice in
the field of education and research on teacher supply in the field of economics of education/labor economics. As to the
methodological point of the former research, we pointed out the problems of selection bias and heavy reliance on subjective
variables. As to the latter research, we argued the difficulty of identification problems in rational actor models with endogenous
variables and the need for explicit consideration of non-pecuniary factors. Finally, focusing on the external validity of the findings,
we discuss what issues of empirical research should be set in the future context of Japan.
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