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Revisions in Self-Selected Stories of
Kenzaburo Oe

IMAI Ryoichi

In 2014, Self-Selected Stories of Kenzaburo Oe was published. Attempting to provide a
final definitive edition, Oe explains, he revised some of the stories. In this paper, I focus on some
of these revisions and clarify their significance.

One of the most notable revisions occurs in the new version of “The ‘Rain Tree’ Upside
Down,” a story which was originally included in the 1982 collection Women Listening to the "Rain
Tree” and is sometimes referred to as Oe’s first I-fiction although at that time the author denied
this classification: the way the protagonist’s father dies is considerably changed. I argue that this
is because in Death by Water (2009), a later book the main subject of which is again the demise of
the protagonist Kogito Nagae’s father, Oe depicted this death differently. Kogito is clearly based on
the author himself, and by making these two deaths the same Oe implies that he has been pursuing
the same subject and that, despite his earlier disclaimer, he himself is the true protagonist of his

oeuvre throughout his career.
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