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Comparing “shigoto ni owareru” and “ame ni utareru’
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Abstract
Some direct passive sentences in Japanese (e.g. shigoto ni owareru) do not have well-formed
active counterparts. Called “idiomatic passives” in this paper, these sentences have been regarded as
passives that express some psychological change on the part of their subjects. After pointing out that
Japanese has another type of idiomatic passive, which pertains to natural phenomena (e.g. ame ni
utareru), this paper argues that these two types of passive both imply some change of state occurring
in the subject, further suggesting that the semantics of the verbs used in idiomatic passives have been

extended to include the change resulting from the action they denote in most other uses.
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