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Abstract
In this paper, I report that the Uchinoura dialect, which is spoken in the Osumi Peninsula of Kagoshima
Prefecture, and known as a one-pattern accent dialect, has traces of a two-pattern accent system. Unlike
central Kagoshima Japanese, the pitch patterns of the Uchinoura dialect are usually distinctive only in
sentences, which contain more than one word. In this syntactic environment, I found correspondences
between the Uchinoura dialect and central Kagoshima Japanese. In addition, pitch patterns are also
conditioned by the word-final phonemes. It is natural to consider that the Uchinoura dialect once had a

two-pattern accent system, which most other dialects spoken in Kagoshima Prefecture still have.
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