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An Analysis of the X-ga Y-ni Z-wo kanjiru’ Construction:
When and Why Y Lends Itself to More Than One Interpretation

Ruoxi Zheng
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indeterminacy of case interpretation

Abstract
This paper investigates the mechanism behind the interpretation of the ni-marked noun phrase in the ‘X-ga
Y-ni Z-wo kanjiru’ construction in Japanese. A careful analysis of data obtained from the BCCWJ shows
that while some instances of this nominal clearly designate the object of a mental attitude, others can be
readily interpreted as the possessor of an attribute as well. This illustrates a phenomenon that has received
little attention, one where a nominal marked by a particular case particle in a construction is subject to more
than one interpretation. It is argued that the analysis presented in this paper provides insight into the

semantics of the case particle ni as well as that of the construction as a whole.

(T e L & JbrshERERT)

-393-





