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Producer A Producer initiates, coordinates, supervises and controls, either on his own authority, or subject
to the authority of an employer, all aspects of the motion—picture and/or television production
process, including creative, financial, technological and administrative. & Producer is involved
throughout all phases of production from inception to completion, including coordination,
supervision and control of all other talents and crafts, subject to the provisions of their collective
bargaining agreements and personal service contracts.

Executive An Executive Producer supervises, either on his own authority entrepreneur executive producer)
Producer or subject to the authority of an employer employee executive producer) one or more producers
in the performance of all of his/her/their producer functions on single or multiple productions. I
television, an Executive Producer may also be the Creator/Writer of a series.

Associate An Associate Producer performs one or more producer functions delegated to him/her by a
Producer _iproducer, under the supervision of such producer.

Co-Producer |Co-Producers are two or more functioning producers who perform jointly or cumulatively all of the
producer functions as a team or group.

Supervising A Supervising Producer supervises one or more producers in the performance of some or all of

Producer his/her/their producer functions, on single or multipie productions, either in place of, or subject to
the overriding authority of an Executive Producer.

Seement A Segment Producer produces one or more individual segments of a multi-segment production,

Producer also containing individual segments produced by others.

Coordinating A Goordinating Producer coordinates the work of two or more individual producers working

Producer separately on single or_multipie productions in order to achieve a unified end result.

Line Producer |A Line Producer performs the Producer functions involved in supervising the physical aspects of
the making of a motion picture or television production where the creative decision-making
process is reserved to others, except to such extent as the Line Producer is permitted to
participate. Unit Production Managers, who perform no more than the customary services of a Unit
Production Manager should be credited only as such.
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- International Federation of Film Producers Association (IFPA)
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* The Producers Guild of America(PGA)  http://www.producersguild.org/

- WIRHEA B AR E SR EE =

http://www2.odn.ne.jp/ifma/

» Independent Film & Television Alliance(IFTA)

http://www.ifta-online.org/

- #EEEN B AR E R{EF #HE - http//www.eiren.org/

+ Motion Picture Association of America(MPAA)  http/www.mpaa.org/
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X 4-8 International Federation of Film Producers Association {22

[FIAPFD B2

= Andrés Vicents Gomez

URL http./ /www.flapf.org

31l 9, rus de [Echelle 75001 Paris, France

B"E With 29 member assoclations from 23 of the leading audiovisual production countries, FIAPF is the
only organisation of film and television producers with a giobal reach. FIAPF' s mandate is to represent
the economic, legal and regulatory interests which film and TV production industries in four continents
have in common.

pf ] As an advocate for producers, FIAPF helps formulate policies and coordinate political action In these

’ key areas:

* Copyright and related intellectual property rights’ legislation
* Enforcement of IPR legislation and anti—piracy action
- Deployment of digital technologies and their impact on the audiovisual value chain
- Technology standardization process
* Media regulation
* Private and public sector film financing mechanisms
* Trade—related issues
FIAPF is also a regulator of international film festivals, including some of the world’ s most significant
ones. FIAPF' International Film Festivals’ Regulations are a trust contract bstween the film business
and the festivals who depend on their cooperation for their prestige and economic impact.

e FIAPF' s governance Is provided by its General Assembly, which sits twice—vearly, In May and
December. General Assembly members are elected from the membership The General Assembly also
appoints the 12-strong FIAPF Executive Committee, which meets as often as strategic and policy

nhing needs mav require.The President is elected by the General Assembly.
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49  International Federation of Film Producers Association jil% [ &

ER FIAPF AofAGR AR
Argentina Asociacion General De Productores Cinematograficos’
. Instituto Nacional De Cine Y Artes Visuales
Austria Fachverband der Audiovisions und Filmindustrie
Canada Canadian_Film and Television Production Association
China China Filmmakers Association
Czech Republic Audiovisual Producers’ Association (APA)
Denmark Danish Film and TV Producers
Egvpt Egyptian Chamber of Cinema Industry
Finland Suomen Elokuvatuottajien Keskusliitta (SEK)
Germany Verband Deutscher Spielfilmproduzenten EV.
SPIO
lceland Assoclation of Icelandic Films Producers
India Film Federation of India
_ National Film Development Corporation Ltd,
Italy Unione Nazionale Produttori Film (ANICA)
Japan Motion Picture Producers Assoclation of Japan
Netherlands Netherlands Association of Feature Film Producers
Norway Norske Film & TV Produsenters Forening
Russla Film Producers Guild of Russia
South Korea Motion Picture Producers Association of Korea
Korean Motion Picture Producers Association
Korean Film Commisslon (KOFIC)
Spain Federacion de Asioclaciones de Produtores Audiovisuales de Espana
Swedan Swadish Filmproducers’ Associations
Switzerland Association Suisse des Producteurs de Films
United Kingdom Producers Alliance for Cinema and Television(PACT)
US.A Independent Film & Television Alliance
Motion Pictures Association
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Mission
Statement

The Producers

e

Guild of America(PGA) #HEE

“The PGA represents, protects, and promotes the interests of all members of the producing team.”

PRIMARY GOALS

*Combating Credit Proliferation

* Expanding Health Benefits

* Representing the Entve Producing Team

Membership
Requirement

To join the PGA, an applicant must have received on-screen/on-air credits and performed the job
functions for at least one of the capacities listed under the section “ The Producing Team” (see below)
within the past seven (7) years. as indicated below:

Eilm: At least two (2) feature films that have had broad domestic or verifiable international theatrical
release, subject to PGA Council requirements.

Televigion: At least two ) long-form television programs (MOW's, movies, etc.) or thirteen (13) weeks of
episodic or twenty-six (26) weeks of non-episodic programs that have been marketed broadly in the
domestic territory.

New Media: At least 2} productions that have had broad domestic or verifiable internation consumer
release on any of the following platforms: DVD, CD-ROM, Game Gonsole, Wireless, Interactive/Enhanced
Telavision, Internet/Broadband. (Additional requirements relative to distribution and reach are listed at
www.pganewmedia.ore.)

Other: Recommended for membership by the Membership Committee due to sufficient equivalent
production experience that justifies membership as part of the producing team.

Membership
Application

Process

After you have sent in your Membership Application , here's how the process warks:

*First, your application is checked to make sure you've sent in all the information and items requested.
Applications that are incomplete are returned immediately.

*Then all your materials are passed on to the Membership Committee to verify your credits and job duties.
* After the Committee makes a determination on your eligibility for membership, ther findings are
forwarded to the Board of Directors for ratification.

After you are approved for membership you will then start receiving mailings and emailings concerning
PGA activities as well as our " Produced By" magazine and monthly calendar. You will also be eligible to
attend New PGA seminars and screenings and all other New PG A events. In addition, you will be added to
the annually published Roster, and granted access to our on-line databases.

If you are not accepted, all monies, except the non-refundable application fee, will be returned to you.

Membership
Structure

The PGA now represents the entire Producing Team and has three Councils. the Producers Council, the
AP Council and the New Media Council

Producers Councik- Membership is comprised of producers who are responsible for a majority of all
producing functions throughout the entire production of a project: Executive Producers/Co-Executive
Producers/Supervising Producers/Producers/Co-Producers/Visual Effects Producers.

Membership in the Producers Council requires at least two @) Producers Council credits as listed above.

AP Council- Membership is comprised of producing team members who fulfill one or more of the essential
functions of film or television production: Associate Producers/Segment/Field Producers /Production
Supervisors & Managers/Post Production Supervisors & Managers/Production & Post Production
Coordinators

Membership in the AP Council requires at least two 2) AP Council credits within one of the categories
listed above (o.g. two 2) credits as segment producer),

New Media Council- Those that have served as a Producer or Executive Producer on a hew media project,
as defined by the PGA's New Media Gouncil Board of Directors {please refer to their website at
vwwy.pganewmedia.org).

|Benefits

| % MIDDOSIME D
AR —Lirt—3)
IZIZ15RE FIE2
ahTua)

The PGA is a national organization with chapters in Los Angeles and New York, servicing producers all
over the country. And these are just a few of our Member Benefits.

* Membership in the PGA offers numerous networking opportunities for all members of the producing team
in film, television and new media

* Access to various staffing resources and employment opportunities.

* Eligibility for e mployer-paid medical and dental coverage, as well as pension in the Motion Picture and
Television Industry Plan.

* Free professional consulation services for self-pay insurance, production insurance, etc.

* Free (or heavily discounted) saminars in Los Angeles and New York, offering state-of-the-art
information and career education from top feature, television and new media professionals.

President
X fE AW
&

William Perlberg(1960)

ad

Kathleen Kennedy(2002)
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I'm a student of the University of Tokyo in Japan. Now I'm studying about film
producers in U.S.A. and Japan.So, I have some questions.

1.How many producers belong to PGA?

2.What is average age among those PGA members?

3.And if you have any other statistics about your members, what kind of data do you

have (for example, average annual income or something)?

SBEIX, R—AR—TT 12200 ALAE] &72-oTWA%8, [ ZiZEAESBMITORFEL 2
I =BT TEY (K413), A2V v bbb,

4-13 2004 D PGAE®IJF—

2004 Producers Guild Seminars
2/21 |"Technology Choices of Dailies: What are today's options?"
3/20|"Moving from the Indie World to the Studio World"
4/17|"The Pitch, The Deal and The Whole Darn Thing"
5/15|"Negotiating for Yourself"
6/19["How to Finance Your Artistic Vision"
7/17|"Branded Entertainment”
8/21 |"The Distributor's Perspective"
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4 4-15 Independent Film & Television Alliance(IFTA) #{&=

il
The Independant Fllm & Television Alliance (“ILF.T.A” or “the Alllance”) was established in 1980 as
the Amarican Film Marketing Association (“AFMA”"). Its first members were a group of distributors and
sales agents whose main goal was to expand the independent film business by creating a world—class
itrade show, the American Film Market (AFM). Today, the assockation has evolved into the trade
association for the independent film and television industry worldwide, while the AFM concurrently has
become the largest international film market in the world,
On July 1, 2004, the association formally adopted its new name, recognizing its now—global membership
and its misslon to promote the independent industry throughout the world. LFT.A"s membarship
includes 150 companies from 16 countries, spanning production, distribution and financing of
independent film and television programming Collectively, its members produce more than 400
indepandant films and countless hours of television programming each year and generate more than $4
billlon In distribution revenues annually.

Mission& [IFT A Is a non-profit assoclation whose mission is to provide the Independent film and
Siervices |10 10 vision Industry with high—quality marketplace=oriented services and woridwide
representation As the spokesperson for the warldwide indepandent film and television
Industry, the Alllance actively lobbles the United States and European governments and the
international organizations on measures that impact production and distribution.

In addition to the AFM, LF.T.A also provides an ever-widening array of services to assist
independents to compete effectively In today’ s challenging marketplace. LF.T.A Arbitration
is available to resolve trading disputes without costly intemational court proceedings. LFT A
Collections gives participants an effective mechanism to collect non—-contractual copyright
rovalties. LFT.A' s mode! licensing agreements are in standard use around the world.
Members ailso have the benefits of on—site support at majpr film and television markets,
ongoing legal and market research services (including International Box Office Reports and
the territory-specific International Market Fact Book), seminars and other publications for
industry professionals.

Membership \oting Membe rship is avallable to a company that (a) is and has been actively engaged in the
' business of licensing, or representing the licensing of theatrical, video or television rights in
theatrical motion pictures or television programs for the last five (5) years; and (b} that owns
or represents the right to license theatrical, video or television rights of at least five (5)
theatrical motion plctures or television programs for license periods of at least five (5) years
in at least twenty (20) of the top thirty {30) territories outside the United States.

Associate Membership is available to a company (a) that is and has been actively engaged Iin
the business of licensing, or representing the licensing of theatrical, video or television
rights in theatrical motion pictures or television programs for the last vear; and {b) that owns
or represents the right to license theatrical, video or television rights in at least two (2)
theatrical motion pictures or television programs for license perlods of at least five (5) vears
in at least ten (10 of the top thirty {30) territories outside the United States.

Affiliate Membe rship (Governmental Film Organization):Membership as an Affiliated
Governmental Film Organization Is available to a governmental or guasi-governmental
organization actively engaged in assisting in, or subsidizing of, local production and
Linternational marketing of theatrical motion pictures or television programs.

Affiliate Membership {Financial Institution):Membership as an Affiliated Financial Institution
CAFD is avallable to a firm that is and has been actively engaged in the business of providing
finance—relatad services that are made avallable to AFMA members for a period no less than
three (3) years. A firm shall be considered to be in the business of providing finance—related
sarvices If It Is Incorporated or chartered as a bank, thrift association, mortgage banker,
mortgage broker, factor, investment banker, Insurer, completion guarantar, or bona fide
completion bond company. To be eligible for AFI membershig, the firm must not be engaged
in the business of licensing motion plctures or video or television programs in international
markets except to manage or dispose of collateral which it acquired Incidental to its primary
business.

Affillated Production Company (APC):Production companies that do not otherwise qualify for
LF.T.A membership but do have a current distribution agreement with an LF.T.A may still be
eligible to jpin the APC benafit program.
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K 4-17 Motion Picture Association of America(MPAA) 3

19.4] it s
Buena Vista Pictures Distribution (The Walt Disney Oom@ny)

Members
Sony Pictures Entertainment Inc.
Metro—Goldwyn—Maver Studios Inc.
Paramount Pictures Corporation
Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation
Universal City Studios LLLP
Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.

Head Will H. Hays(1922-45)

{President) |Eric Johnston{1945-63)
Ralph HetzeK1963-66) *Interim Head
Jack ValentK1 966-2004)
Dan Glickman{2004-)

Main Office [15503 Ventura Blvd. Encino, California 81436

Adress

MPAA The Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) and its international counterpart,
the Motion Picture Association {MPA) serve as the volce and advocate of the
American motion picture, home video and television industries, domestically through
the MPAA and internationally through the MPA
Today, these associations represent not only the world of theatrical film, but serve as
leader and advocate for majpr producers and distributors of entertainment
programming for television, cable, home video and future delivery systems not yet
imagined.
Founded in 1922 as the trade association of the American film industry, the MPAA
has broadened its mandate over the years to reflect the diversity of an expanding
industry The Initlal task assigned to the association was to stem the wavas of
criticism of American movies, then silent, while sometimes rambunctious and rowdy,
land to restore a more favorable public image for the motion picture business.
The Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) serves its members from its
offices in Los Angeles and Washington, D.C. On its board of directors are the
Chairmen and Presidents of the seven majpr producers and distributors of motion
picture and television programs in the United States.

MPA Today, US. films are shown in more than 150 countries worldwide and American

television programs are broadcast in over 125 international markets. The US. film
industry provides the majority of prerecorded cassettes seen in millions of homes
throughout the world. This complex audiovisual industry is represented globally by the
Motlon Picture Association.

The MPA was formed in 1945 in the aftermath of World War Il to reestablish
Americanfilms in the world market, and to respond to the rising tide of protectionism
resulting in barriers aimed at restricting the importation of Ametrican films.

The MPA's name was changed from the Motion Picture Export Association of
Amearica to the Motion Picture Association in 1984 to more accurately reflect the
global nature of audiovisual entertainment in today's international marketplace.
Since its early days, the MPA, often referred to now as “a little State Department,”
has expanded to cover a wide range of foreign activities falling in the diplomatic,
economic, and political arenas. The Motion Picture Association conducts thesa
activities from its headquarters in Los Angeles, California and from offices In
Washington, D.C.; Brussels; New Delhi; Rio de Janeiro; Singapore; Mexico City;
Toronto; and Jakarta.

The MPA also contributes to the international film industry by sponsoring such
awards as the MICHEL D'ORNANO AWARD, created in the early 80s by the MPA

member companies to honor French screenwriters and film distributors.
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FFREROBEEZRICUTILRT (K5-11, K5-12)

B 5-11

American Film

Conservatory,

Master of Fine

Institute (AFD Master of Fine & Arts (MFAY
Arts, The
Producing discipline
University of School of Cinema— [1979 |28 Master of Fine 25
Southern California [Television, = Arts (MFAY
{Usc) The Peter Stark
Producing Program ‘
University of School of Theater (1984 (24 Master of Fine 15
California, Los Film and Television | Arts (MFAY
Angels (UCLA (TFT),
Department of Film
Television and
Digital Media,
Producers Program
5-12

American Film FERERERE T~ $26,775~ 2021 N Western
Institute (AFD ({BL BfEFH|{E @ Ave.Los Angeles
YREFICIEWE
133~5F0 §Z5H°
S
‘University of FEERE 1 30 1 B {u§I$BO0TET |University
Southern California A4 B GB35 [Park LUC302,Los
(Usc) b, W{E35200T |Angeles
HAEN, MICES
B\ 2EH D%
University of FERRERE gt23 CMREILH) 102b East Melnitz
California, Los $7.000+70%/x2 |Hall,Los Angeles
Angels {(UCLA + & H (15,000~
50,000)
MAEIT FD2
BEE

ZITHLHRADES LRI, FMAEOIEE T AFI,

USC. UCLA O RT<,
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(D _American Film Institute(AFI) Conservatory
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<ERSLOFEHE >

AFT X 1967 12, KERDT 4 Vb« AL H—DFIEE, BEICHEZ TV T A Y HBk
BEIDORELHRET DB TRILIND, R 2 FRTD 1965 FEIZLEED Y 3 L Y VRHEEIT.
BRIA MNYRDu—XH—5 T, NEA(National Endowment for the Arts)E¥ T DR
CEAT DT, [Fhald, MEEXEOEMELLOHEE b, AEE2 0T TBE 2R
LIeWEWB L ERRT 572012 AFI 2818451 Lak~%, £L T, NEA L MPAA,
74— FEEDEETAFIIZRF— L, FIRBERICI LIV — - Ry 7 BT 3,

HEEBFIA” Conservatory” T, FR3L & R4 L TH Y Cinematography/Directing/
Editing/Producing/Production Design/Screenwriting ® 6 ZfH2 % 5,
< EREORS>

EARNT 3~5 FOEBRBREMBBLELRoTWT, 7 d LTERBELTWAERE
NENDORKESFOEMZEDIF L R-oTVD, BRDOERODBHIARIN TR
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<HBOHE>
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5-13

EFirst Year

AFI Conservatory: Producing # U &% =2 7 A

;
Producing Fellows produce three narrative projects in collaboration with Fellows from other
disciplines. Focusing on physical production, the First Year offers many opportunities to develop
creatively. Fellows participate with their Cycle Teams in both creative and production mestings in
which their individual projects are discussed and developad. Producing Fellows also attend weekly
workshops and seminars where they learn about the producer's role and responsibilities in the
filmmaking process.

In addition to the Production Workshop and Conservatory studies requirements for all Fellows,
Producing Fellows are required to enroll in the following:

Producing Workshop A survey of the role and work of the contemporary motion
picture producer from idea to script through financing and
physical production to distribution and exhibition.

The Art and Craft of Producing |This workshop provides a survey of production management and
line producing From script breakdown and production preparation
to post—production supervision and delivery, the physical
production process is defined.

First Year Development This warkshop is designed to mentor Producing and Directing
Workshop Fellows in screenplay development and writing The short
screenplay form is used as a vehicle to nurture fundamental story
development and writing skills.

Second
Year

Producers team with Fellows in other disciplines to produce a short narrative thesis production
Producing Fellows are also required to develop a feature film or television project as an integral
component of their individual thesis portfolio. And producers engage in a series of workshops and
seminars on all aspects of creative entrepreneurial producing

Advanced Producing Workshop |Led by senior Producing faculty, this workshop embraces thesis
production as a primary teaching tool and learning experience. In
addition, it presents a variety of topics and experiences designed
to broaden understanding of motion picture producing A key
component of the workshop is a mandatory arranged internship
with a major international motion picture company during the
annual American Film Market.

Advanced Art and Craft of Building on the First Year experience, this seminar is topic—based,
Producing exploring more specialized aspects of physical production, from
in—depth scheduling and budgeting to the specialized components
of post—production supervision to spacialized legal work and

clearances.
Advancad Business of T his seminar presents a variety of topics related to specialized
Producing aspacts of production financing, international co—financing and

production, business practices and other essential components of
gntre preng urial producing

The Profession This saries of seminars provides an overview of the
contemporary profession In order to aid the transition into a
professional career, this course provides current information and
insight into the workings of the established and independent film
and television professions.

T hesis Production Building on the First Year production experience, Producing
Fellows must successfully fulfill all pre—production, production and
post—production responsibilities on a thesis production—a
professionally executed short film or digital video project-
evaluated by senior faculty.

T hesis Portfolio Each Producing Fellow prepares a personal portfolio of work
demonstrating his or her producing skills and talents. Along with
the thesis production, the Producing Fellow is required to develop
a project for future production. This feature—length project is
packaged with all pertinent development, production, marketing
and distribution plans and is reviewed by senior faculty.

B—bi—3 hitp/iwww.afi.com 7> 5 ERK
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[ 5-14 AFI Conservatory: Producing # 8

MNall Canton

LN
Senior
Filmmaker—
In—
Residence

With a degree in Government and Public Administration from American
University In Washington, DC, Canton first warked In Hollywood as asslstant to
Peter Bogdanovich on WHAT'S UP, DOC?, PAPER MOON and NICKELODEON
He then spent two vears on Orson Welles' THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WIND
before leaving to work with Walter Hill on THE WARRIORS. Producing credits
include THE ADVENTURES OF BUCKAROO BANZAIL, THE WITCHES OF
EASTWICK, BACK TO THE FUTURE (along with its sequels), TRESPASS,
GERONIMO, MONEY TRAIN, DUETS, GET CARTER, ANGEL EYES, TRAPPED
and INTERSTATE 60. CGanton is a member of the Acadamy of Motion Plcture
Arts and Sciences and the Producers Guild of America

Richard Arlook

Senior
Lecturer

After producing AFTER MIDNIGHT in 1989, Arlook jpined the Gersh Agency In
1890, whara he is currently a senior agent and head of the motion picture

literary department, representing many top scree nwriters and directors.

Harry Clein

Senior
Lecturer

An Honors mapr in Architecture at Yale University, Clein also earned an MFA
in Playwriting and Dramatic Literature from the Yale School of Drama. In 2000,
he received the Publicists Guild of America Career Achievement Award for his
work on THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT. In 1895, he shared with Paramount
Pictures the Publicists Guild's Maxwell Weinberg Publicists Showmanship Award
for the FORREST GUMP campalgn. Other credits include SOPHIE'S CHOICE;
DIRTY DANCING; HEATHERS,; PLACES IN THE HEART; STEEL MAGNOLIAS;
THE TRIP TO BOUNTIFUL; MR. HOLLAND'S OPUS; THE CROW, KISS OF
THE SPIDER WOMAN; MONA LISA SEX, LIES AND VIDEOTAPE; CINEMA
PARADIS O; BAGDAD CAFE; and THE JOY LUCK CLUB.

Jeff Frallich

Lecturer

After graduating from Antioch College in Psychology, Freilich attended USC
School of Medicine. He began his career rewrlting screenplays for Roger
Corman’s New World Plctures and Sam Arkoff's AIP and has worked as a
writer, producer and director in episodic television, cable motion pictures and
feature films. At Universal, his work as executive story consultant on
BARETTA and QUINCY, and as writer/producer of THE INCREDIBLE HULK,
garned him his first Emmy nomination. While at Lorimar/Warner Bros., Freilich
created three network television series and served as
writer/director/executive producer on FALCON CREST, DARK JUSTIGE,
AGAINST THE GRAIN and FREDDY'S NIGHT MARES. He worked in partnership
with Norman Jewison on the Emmy and Cable Ace Award—winning PICTURE
WINDOWS and In collaboration with Barbra Strelsand on the Emmy—winning
RESCUERS.

Robert Kaplan

Senior
Lecturer

An entertainment attorney and former independent film producer, Kaplan was
executive in charge of business affairs at Warner Bros. in London, supervising
all non—US production activities. Currently, Kaplan practices on his own,
specializing in representing feature film writers, directors and producers,
particularly in the arena of independent film financing He also Is a founding
principal of ScreenBridge, a company specializing in packaging and financing
independant films. Credits include NIGHT OF THE GOMET, PAPILLON (assoc.
producer), KRUSH GROOVE, THE ADVENT URES OF AMERICAN RABBIT and
SOUTHERN CROSS {executive producenr).

Alexandra Rose

Senior
Lecturer

Holding an MA from the University of Wisconsin and L'lnstituo d’'Etudes
Politiques in Paris, Rose began her film career working for Roger Corman,
where she oversaw film distribution, acauisition, post—production and marketing
She then formed her own independant film company. Producing credits include
THE BIG WEDNESDAY, EXIT TO EDEN, FRANKIE & JOHNNY, I WANNA HOLD
YOUR HAND, NORMA RAE, NOTHING IN COMMON, THE OTHER SISTER,
OVERBOARD and QUIGLEY DOWN UNDER.

|David Strelt

Senior
Lecturer

Strelt has extensive experience in film production Formerly a cinematographer
and documentarian, his feature producing credits include JURASSIC PARK Il
(UPM), SPECIES (executive producer/UPM), DEEP COVER {co—producer,
INTERNAL AFFAIRS {co-producer), RIVER'S EDGE {co—producer/UPM),

ROCKERS (co—producer/UPM) and many others.

F—bi— httpiwww.afi.com 756 {ERE
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iJonathan Axelrod .

Trono

TRUE LOVE, SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS, DAVE'S WORLD

|Matthew Baer 86 A VIEW FROM THE TOP, CITY BY THE SEA

{Mark Botwvinick ‘06 SHEER BLISS (also writer)

|Stan Brooks CHRISTMAS IN CONNECTICUT, LIVING WITH THE DEAD (TW)

|Pleter Jan Brugge 79 THE CLEARING, THE INSIDER, BULWORTH, HEAT, THE PELICAN BRIEF

Sonj Burres ‘88 PUNKS

Scott Carpenter ‘82 A DATING STORY, THE THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE

Jay Cassldy 76 TUGCK EVERLASTING, THE PLEDGE (edit.)

Carl-Jan Colpsert ‘B3 THE VELOCITY OF GARY, NEVADA, GAS FOOD LODGING

Stuart Cornfeld 75 THE ELEPHANT MAN, MIMIC, ZOOLANDER, STARSKY & HUTCH,
DODGEBALL: A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY

Alyson Feltes 81 THE ASSOCIATES

Gwen Field 75 PATTI ROCKS, YOUNG BLADES

Jeff Fox ‘84 A WAY TO WIN, FROM OZ TO 42ND STREET: TRAVELS WITH CLIVES

Anne Garefino ‘88 THAT’S MY BUSH, SOUTH PARK: BIGGER, LONGER AND UNCUT, SOUTH
PARK SERIES

Steve Golin ‘81 NURSE BETTY, ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND, BOUNCE,
BEING JOHN MALKOVICH, YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, A
THOUSAND ACRES, THE GAME, TRUTH OR DARE, KALIFORNIA

Matthew Gross ‘87 JOE SOMEBODY

Anthony Hall ‘86 MUD SEASON (writer and dir.)

Jim Hanson ‘85 MOCKINGBIRD DON'T SING {exec. prod.)

Cynthia Hargraves ‘07 PERFUME

Paul Hellerman ‘81 TEACHING MRS. TINGLE

John Jacobs ‘84 THE GUEST

Allison Jones ‘81 THE WHOLE SHEBANG, FREAKS AND GEEKS, DEEP IMPACT (all cast.)

Andrew Karsch ‘78 THE PALACE THIEF, THE PRINCE OF TIDES, TOWN AND COUNTRY,

PRINCESS CARABQO

Marty Katz ‘85 IMPOSTER, PROTEUS

Phllip Lee ‘93 PAVILION OF WOMEN

Heidi Levitt ‘87 COASTLINES {assoc. prod., casting) THE MAN FROM ELYSIAN FIELDS,
SERVICING SARAH, DRIVEN {casting), DISCOVERING MILO

Tony Lord ‘80 CHAIN OF FOOLS, SHINY NEW ENEMIES

Carsten Lorenz ‘89 PRINCE VALIANT, HAROLD AND KUMAR GO TO WHITE CASTLE, 24
HOURS (ex.c. prod.)

Dana Lustig ‘88 KILL ME LATER {dir.), DANCING AT THE BLUE IGUANA, HEART BREAK
HOSPITAL

Nelson McCormick |85 GUILTY BY SUSPICION, NIGHT AND THE CITY

Marise| Pagulayan ‘91 MACARTHUR PARK

Anthony Perretti ‘95 ROOMIES

Danielle Probst ‘97 ON EDGE (art dir.), EATING OUT

Jessica Rains ‘85 DOGHOUSE

Massimo Saldel ‘86 ALI ZAOUA (co—prod))

Stephen Schindler ‘a7 AKA BIRDSEYE

Charles Schiissel ‘86 INS OMNIA

Stefan Simchowitz ‘92 COMING SOON, REQUIEM FOR A DREAM, SLAP HER, SHE'S FRENCH,
HITCHED, TILL HUMAN VOICES WAKE US

Tammy Tiehel ‘06 MY MOTHER DREAMS THE SATAN'S DISCIPLES IN NEW YORK

Ron Underwood =) PLUTO NASH (dir), MIGHTY JOE YOUNG, TREMORS (dir.), CITY SLICKERS
(dir), SPEECHLESS

Eric Watson ‘92 BATMAN: YEAR ONE, REQUIEM FOR A DREAM

Nell Weinberger ‘92 FAREWELL TO HARRY

Gary Winick ‘86 PIECES OF APRIL, TADPOLE {also director), 13 GOING ON 30 (also director)

Lydia Woodward ‘80 THE SECOND ACT, ER, CHINA BEACH (also writer), CITIZEN BAINES,

PRESIDIO MED

F—b~i— hitpiwww.afi.com 5 ERK
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@ University of Southern California(USC), The Peter Stark Producing Program

<BSLORRE>

USC X 1880 FAISLDEHK TH 5, School of Cinema-Television X7 A U 4 TERANC
WEIDEAL 2 5217 A VBAZ—AThH Y, 1929 AT ST 2004 i 75 BFEED
x%, AIRREDOHBICIE, NV Uy R/ aTa—Y— VAT A2EHZHLLET—TV 4
VTG HNNR=T FYNFFF v I HBML TV B, School of Cinema-Television
T The Peter Stark Producing Program 23BAER L2 DX 1979 £ ¢, BLIIME 0T =
—#—D Ray Stark DESN LRI NZ1, 4 VT 4 RUT vV FOBERT L ED T 0T
a—H— BEEEZFRTILOCRHEINTNS,
<EHEDOHE>

FHTHREOERELFDS L TEEERSZVR, L7 L HBEOEERERITRD 5T,
EEERDRAMZERA LTS, NV Ty F - APy —L ORFCRERBND, A1V
ARV —LEBEBELTWAAENRSEVIZ, USC 3E PBEAZEHLTWAZ L THDL
NTEY, Peter Stark DHEEIZIX [E-HORR] 00T 2—4—Th?5 Edward
Saxon Z#EMTH2L, BFOLIC=I—ERTHTI—KIZT/ IRX—FShTWV51,
<HROKH> |

HEIIFEE TH D Lawrence Turman K751) T, 40 FEM TR DOME 2 BHEL TV 5,
FOMOIEEGHMILT 0T 2 —Y—2HlE LIEBRE - 7 VEEEDBRKETH D,
<AYFaT hORK>

School of Cinema-Television /X Peter Stark DfttliZ, Critical Studies/Film & Television
Production/Writing for Screen & Television/Animation & Digital Arts/Interactive Media
® 550 Division %5, ZOHKSFLEL T, fDI—ALBMT S = & #HKD,
Peter Stark OBV ¥ =25 LI 7aF a—3 v 7 DOEI{E(creative) & ‘& F(managerial) D
FRLHRZEZTWDY, ETT57DICIE. AFI & FERICTEE7R T 0O BE O 4 B 5 5
EATDRGTIRLRY, 2T, WA - BEAR - FTEPL, ~—F T 47 T4
AR Ea—va YETHEINTHWT, 207V baFoTrBT2a—ADF ¥
YT EAF—bERBIEFAMIILTND, 1 AL 2FEADOMOEIIIRERHE~D 8
BEOERA LV E—r Yy ThRHD, o 2 FAPDIIRESERICITDIL., @72V 1{E
BEMIELR D TED, T, Peter Stark I1B4F =T 2 KD 20 MR (RET 1
) ICEEEREET 525, Writing % Production ® 21— A DA BN OMDELRE L
FEFELT, 2EEAREBELTTOTa—ALEbOBRHRER>TVDS,

1 a5 L& O Peter Stark iX. Ray Stark DT R0 BFDOLARTH 5,
2 7Y—2 7R U—4(2003),37 B-

13 USC School of Cinema-Television Bulletin 2002-2005,p25

14 FE
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The Pster Stark Producing Program is an innovative two—year {four semesters), ful—time graduats program
\designed to prepare a select group of highly motivated, imaginative, students for careers as independent film

X 5-16 USC The Peter Stark Producing Program O& Y = 7 A

and television producers or as executives.

Peter Stark Producing Program students have an opportunity to initiate and produce a 20—minute synchronous
sound fllm financed by the program. Projects to be produced are selected on a competitive basis. Such films
must be produced by a Stark student or team of Stark studants. Scripts must be written by a studant from the
Division of Screen and Televislon Writing or a Stark student. The director must be a graduate student from the
\Division of Film/Television Production or a Stark student. The Stark student may only perform one majr task
lon the film (ie., director, writer or producer). Each team has a professional advisor available as needed.
|Completed films are screened at USC's biannual film festival, First Look

‘S HEH ¥y (TR AE
CTPR 519 [Introduction to Cinema |2 V] Fundamentals of cinema production technigues and
Technigue sguipment, including producing, directing camers,
lighting, sound and editing
CTPR 521 |Filmic Communication 2 b7 Hands—an introduction to the fundamental process
and asethetic principles of motion picture production,
including filmic expression, criticism, and ethics.
CMPP Producing Workshop 2—4 ¥ F |Practical exparience In motion picture production as
541 L it relates to the producer. {Duplicates credit in CTPR
‘ 481abl )
CMPP 550 |Script Analysis for the (4 i Deatailed evaluation of completed scripts and of the
Producer producer's role in bringing them to fruition.
(Duplicates credit in CTWR 516.)
CMPP 560 |Script Development 2 E From idea and story to finished shooting script.
CMPP 561 |Motion Picture Marketing |2 i Analysis and preparation of marketing campaigns from
concept to budgeting for various media.
{CMPP 563 |Producing Symposium 2 = Lectures on creative and business problems
| associated with producing
CMPP 564 |Producing Business 2 F Seminars on various management and entreprenaurial
Procedures technigues, including Beyond Physical Production,
special effects and new technologies.
CMPP 565 |Scheduling and 4 X' &F |[Concept and preparation of a complete shooting
Budgeting schedule and budget.
CMPP 566 |Flnance 2 E 4 Seminar an financial aspects of the film industry and
methods of financing films.
CMPP 567 |Studio Management 2 & Detailed study of major studio operation and
management.
CMPP 568 [Producing for Television |2 Ev Discussions of the creative and financial aspects of
| television producing
CMPP 569 [Seminar on Non— 2 & Discussions on non—majpr studio producing and TV
Mainstream Producing producing
CMPP 570 |Advanced Telavision 2 &F Advanced studies of the business of television,
including the econamic structure of the television
industry.
CMPP 571 |Producing the 2 ® Owverseeing the initiation and creation of the
Screa nplay Scree nplay
CMPP Graduate Film Busihess |a: 4 atk Economic structure and history of the film Industry,
589ab Seminar b: 4 b including Entertainment Law and Studio Management
CMPP 581 |Producing Practicum 2 FEM |Producing workshop encompassing all aspacts of
producing, including script development, budgeting,
casting and actual production.
CMPP 592 [Individual Project 4 E -3 Completion projct Directed research and seminars
Seminar in_related topics.
CMPP 598 |Speclal Topics 2, max 4 |~EH |Investigation of new and emerging aspscts of
producing motion pictures and television; spacial and
Exmﬂmental subpects.
A 44
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iInternship An internship period between school vears gives students an opportunity
| to observe actual producing and exscutive operations with participating
inde pendent producers and film companies. The internship period is eight
weeks during the months of May, June and July. Internshipe are subkect
to avallability and the student’s academic parformance in the first year of
studies.Completing an internship of at least 8 weeks Is reguired

IThesis Projpct The Master's Thesis Projct for The Peter Stark Producing Program is a
developad shooting script to which the student has acauired rights plus
story notes, a complete schedule with full budget, and a detalled
marketing and distribution plan.

Completed Thesis Projcts are reviewed by selected industry
professional who conduct Oral Examinations of each master's candidate,
and assign grades. Oral exams are held in late April/early May of the final
semester of the Program.

A complete Thesis Project and an Oral Examination are recuirements for
gracluation.

i Ideally, the goal is for each student to leave the Program with a film

! project strong enough to launch a producing career.

A—b~—30 http//www-cntv.usc.edu FAER/ N7 Ly b bIERL
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Professor Turman’s extensive body of work as a motion
picture producer includes The Graduate, The Flim Flam Man,
The Great White Hope, The Best Man, Running Scared, Short
Circuit, The River Wild, and American History X. He has
directed two films, The Marriage of a Young Stockbroker and
Second Thoughts, and executive produced a numbker of
television movies. A graduate of UCLA, Turman is on the
board of the producer’s branch of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences.

Part—time |Carol Baum (Producer?, Tony Bill {(Actor, Director, Producer?, Mitchell Block
Faculty |(Producer), Cheryl Boone-Isaacs, Janet Graham Borba, Duncan Clark (Producer),
Tim Clawson {Production Manager, Producer), Joseph Cohen (Producer), Richard
. Edlund (Visual Effects, Producer), Kathy Fogg, Robert Freedman (Writer,

| Producer), Andrew Given (Producer), Erick Green {Cinematographer), Todd
Hoffman (Producer), Gerald Isenkerg (Producer), Jeff Kleeman (Producer),
Jeffrey Korchek, Tony Krantz {Producer?, Stu Krieger (Writer, Producer), Alex
Metcalf (Writer), Noel Nosseck (Director, Producer), Rebecca Pollack—Parker
{Actress), Michae| Rotenberg (Producer), Reld Shane {Production Manager,
Producer), Lucy Stille, Brandon Stoddard {Producer), Erwin Stoff (Producer,
Jeffrey Stott (Producer, Production Manager), Eric Weissmann

hair Lawrence Turman

F—A— http//Iwww-entvuusc.edu RUILEHR N7 Ly FBIERR

BLEEE TH 5 Lawrence Turman KU D7 v 7 4 —AFBE I TW WS, EEFR
A o FZ—F v bF—& ~L— 2"The Internet Movie Database” ( http://www.imdb.com ) CK
ZERBRBIINT T, ZA4NETLFT 74— bYW LT,
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X 5-18 USC HE# (School of Cinema-Television £{4)

‘ Producers

Brian Grazer (A Beautiful Mind)

Robert Greenblatt (Six Feet Under)

David Kirschner (An American Tail)

Steven Maeda (CS1: Miarmi)

5
Bob Ducsay (The Mummy )

Richard A. Harris (Fitanic)

Sheldon Kahn {(Out of Africa)

Walter Murch (The English Patient)

A —Ah2— http//www-cntv.usc.edu B OVEE/ T Ly b BIERK

Neal Moritz (The Fast and the Sound Ben Burtt (Star Wars: Episode 11-
Furious ) Designers Attack of the Clones )
Ed Saxon (The Silence of the Lambs ) Stephen Hunter Flick (Apoflo 213)
Stacey Sher (Erin Brockovich ) F. Hudson Miller (Gone in 60
Seconds )
Scott Stone (The Mole ) Gary Rydstrom (Saving Private Ryan )
Suzanne Todd & Jennifer Todd Independent |Adam Abraham (Man of the Century)
(Memento ) /Avant-
John Wells (The West Wing ) garde anthaony Abrams/Adam Larson
Filmmakers |Broder (Pumpkin)
Robert Weide (Curd Your Gregg Araki (The Doorn Generation)
Enthusiasm )
David Wolper (Roots ) Tommy O'Haver (Billy's Hollywood
Screen Kiss )
Laura Ziskin (Spider-Man ) Documentary |Jeanne Begley (A&E Biographies )
Directors |Ron Howard (A Beautiful Mind) Filmmakers (| gs Blank (Garlic Is as Good as Ten
Mothers )
James Ivory (Howard's End) Jeff Blitz (Spelibound)
Randal Kleiser (Grease ) Chuck Braverman (Curtain Call)
Ken Kwapis (The Bernie Mac Show ) Sandra Chandler (Living Doils )
George Lucas (Star Wars ) Kerry Jensen (A&E Biographies )
Jay Roach (Meet the Parents) Judy Korin (A Century of Women )
Peter Segal (Anger Mahagement) Lisa Leeman (Metarorphosis )
Bryan Singer (X-Men ) Alec Lonmore (ZMAX: Everest)
John Singleton (Shart) Executives |Liz Glotzer (Castle Rock
’ |Entertainment )
Stephen Sommers (The Mummy ) Michelle Manning (Paramount
Pictures )
Robert Zemeckis (Cast Away ) Kerry McCluggage (Craftsman Films )
Writers Scott Alexander & Larry Karaszewski Bill Mechanic (Pandemonium )
(The Beople vs. Latry Flynt)
: John August (Charlie’s Angels ) Bob Osher (Miramax Television)
? Josh Goldsmith & Cathy Yuspa Scholars/Aut [Richard Cante (University of North
‘ {What Womnen Want) hors |Carolina, Chapel Hill)
Al Gough (Smallville , Shanghai Noon ) David Desser (University of Hliinois,
Urbana)
Karey Kirkpatrick (Chicken Run ) Sean Griffin (Southern Methodist
University )
Andrew Marlowe (Air Force One ) Mary Kearney (University of Texas,
Austin)
John Milius (Apocalypse Now ) Amy Lawrence (Dartmouth College )
Miles Millar (Smaliville , Shanghai Ellen Strain (Georgia Tech)
Noorr )
Robert Rodat (Saving Private Ryan, Gavlyn Studlar (University of
The Patriot) Michigan )
Marc Silverstein & Abby Kohn (Never Mark Williams (Dartrmouth College )
Been Kissed)
Cinematogr [Caleb Deschanel (The Patriot) Critics Peter Rainer
aphers Robert Elswit (Magnofia ) Holly Willis
William Fraker (Rosemary's Baby )
Conrad Hall (Armerican Beauly )
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@ __University of California, Los Angeles(UCLA), The Producers Program

UCLA OF—b~_—TDFgik &, The Producer Program N3 Z#¥5% 5 Denise Mann
E~EWAOEERRZTICLTHFEEZ T LH TN,
<BRSLORRAR >

UCLA iZ 1919 FFIZAIR SN2 2K THEBWKETH B, School of Theater, Film &
Television ¥ 1989 4EiZ Collage of Fine Arts 7> b &# SHHREDOFIZ /2 523, Producers
Program I ZEIVLARTD 1984 FITHEE B, —HEIL 2 A LMW RVVINREE2 b D o 7283,
Howard Suber i3 X% % 5| &/ CTHLR L, BAED Mann K28 1994 FEICRRICEE L
T bILKERFET THRED LU B,

Producers Program O HBJIX 2 2% ¥V, —2i% Producers Program |{Z A% LT & 4%
EHETHILT, b —DIIHERER 2 Lo a— X DAFEICR L TEREBNR v T
2a—ADHBEERDZLThHD, BOAHLRSVH D Z LT, BEHHNLREEREICAR
HLEZTVD,
<EfEORH>

School of Theater, Film & Television I3 EARIZBRERCT L ETOEEERINEA TIE
72< . USC ¢ RIRRICERBRAEEEZZIT AN TS, 7272 L, Producers Program (2B LT
IRIIAERN LR AREBLERFICBEL TS, UCLAIXUSC XA TNY Uy Rk
HAOHEKE LTHBNTWS, LL., Producers Program i% AFI & USC 2~ 3
EEEREBENEDERDDH DHEAREFELEITE 2 Mann KiTEFORWE IR L
TS BHES OB & 2o Fm Z AR FIZZETF T3,
<HEBORMY> A

BPTERLTVAEREEMILAL T, IAZ A LAOBMETIIR S BITAEH5
Moy FOTuFa—Pp—RR7 Y TSI — ==V MEAIXORZEHICLTWSY, &
HiT USC nEERMICHILETHZ L TH D,
<AV Fa2T HADOKE> :

AV ¥ 2T ME, BFREICHET 275 18 7 AC—EREHF LT D18, BITOHLD
TIIMERE 4 B B Ol [Final Project] 3% Y, 2~3 DEMIEHRO VA — FE2EHL
RiIFTER 2V, ZHNXAFIRUSC LRILL ., HARCLEHE, RE&FELEWLDOY X b
eV R —T 4 VT OHEEEDE LD TH D,

A v E— 2 DHEEFFET 2BBLETIEIRZY, BRE B, #tFFCEER2EbHD, 2
BEERTEHRR O LR TS, ETHMEA 72 BT, 1 BAH ) OREIFK
ILE > TRRZZOTHMLB TE RV USC D 44 Bfr L Y KIBIZZWVWDO L TH S,

16 Mutual Film Group ® Kevin Messick &, Everyman Pictures @ Jennifer Perini K,
7 g Y—2 .« 7K Y —4#(2003),P36
18 7L
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i
The Producers Program offers a two vear Master of Fine Arts degree program designed for creative people
who wish to acquire the business knowledge and experience needed to achieve their artistic and professional
goals in film and television. To accomplish these goals, the program, and all the courses in it, are essentlally

courses in strategy, since the ability to think strategically is one of the primary skills of the creative producer.
The Producers Program has a dual mission: to serve the students enrolled in the MFA Producers Program and

to provide students in the other areas—screenwriting, directing, animation, and critical studies—firsthand
knowledge of the contemporary realities of producing works for film and television. By bringing together
people from diverse areas, the program creates a lively mixture of students and a dynamic laboratary for the
study of film and television as collaborative arts.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS (minimum total of 72 units)
Students must take at least one section (AB, or C) of each course title

247 Production Planning in  |Discussion, three hours. Analysis of procedures and problems in preparing
‘ Film and Television a script for film or television production, with emphasis on role of
production manager in breaking down scripts, setting up shooting schedule,
planning postproduction, and preparing budgets. S/U or letter grading
289ABC |Current Business Discussion, three hours. Requisite: course 247. Designed for graduate
Practices in Film and students. Examination of current status of
Television financing/production/distribution agreements, union agreements, music,
copyright, etc., necessary to understand film and television industry. May
ke taken in any sequence. S/U or letter grading
291 ABC |The Role of Discussion, three hours. Recuisite: course 247, Designed for graduate
Management in the students. Study of artistic, social, and economic criteria for decision
Entertainment Industry |making in production and distribution of motion pictures and entertainment
programs. May be taken in any seguence. S/U or letter grading
292ABC |Television Network Lecture, two hours; discussion, two hours, Reguisite; course 247.
Management and Designed for graduate students. Study of business structure and
Decision Making economic, social, and artistic criteria currently utilized by network
television management. Only 8 units may be taken for credit. S/U or letter
grading
596 Final Project To complete the degree, students are required to submit a substantive
report documenting progress made on two or three fully developed feature
or television, new media) projects. This Includes a treatment, a polished
draft of the screenplay, development notes, a fully articulated business and
marketing plan that lists potential sources of financing and distribution.
Ideally, students begin acquiring properties and developing material prior to

entry and adjust thelir slate of projects throughout their tenure in the
program, applying what they learn in class to these projgcts.

203

‘Choose two Film and Television Graduate Seminars below

Film and Other Arts

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Designed for
graduate students. Studies in interrelationships between film and fine arts,
or performing arts, or literature, with emphasis on ways these other arts
have_influenced film._May be repeated twice for credit.

206A

European Film History

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Requisite: course
106B. Designed for graduate students. Studles in selected historical
movements such as expressionism, socialist realism, surrealism,
neorealism, New Wave, etc. May be repeated twice for credit.

206C

American Fllm History

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Requisite: course
106A Designed for graduate students. Study of central topics in American
film history. May be repeated twice for cradit. S/U or letter grading

207

BExperimental Film

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Designed for
graduate students. Studies of form, styvle, politics, and history of
exparimental, innovative, avant—garde, and minority film and video.

2088

Classical Film Theory %%

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Designed for
graduates. Study of principal toplcs and lines of Inquiry that characterize
theoretical writings of Arnheim, Eisenstein, Bazin, Mitry, etc. 5/U or letter

grading
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208C

Contemporary Film
Theory

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Requisite: course
208B. Designed for graduate students. Study of redefinition of aims and
methods of film theory through contemporary writings. S/U or letter
grading

208D

Animated Film

Seminar, three hours; laboratory, three hours. Designed for graduate
students. Critical study of animated film: its historical development,
structure, style, use, and relation to contemporary culture.

217

Television History *x

Seminar, four hours; viewing, to be arranged Requisite: course 110A
Examination of origins and development of American television. Topics
include industry structure, economics, policy and regulation, and
programming Letter grading

218

Culture, Media and
Society

Lecture, four hours; screenings, to be arranged. Emphasis on “discourse
of the other{s).” Thematization of the other is concerned with theories of
“difference” rather than similarity or identity — with how other cultures
enter into politics of representation and representation of politics through
metaphors of (1) difference without opposition, (2) heterogeneity without
hierarchy, and/or (3) otherness without ethnocentrism. Examination of
how women, national minarities, and Third World peoples have been
rendered others; place of the cinematic apparatus in this process and how
academization of others is positioned vis—a—vis mainstream critical
discourse. Letter grading

219

Film and Soclety

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Designed for
graduate students. Study of ways film affects and Is affected by social

ke havior, belief, and value systems; considered in relation to role of media
in society. May be repeated once for credit.

220

Television and Society

Seminar, three hours (additional hours as required). Designed for graduate
students. Study of ways television forms affect and are affected by social
behavior, belief, and value systems; study of technological and economic
aspects of the medium. May be repeated once for credit.

22

Film Authors

Saeminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Designed for
graduate students. Intensive examination of works of outstanding creators
of films. May be repeated twice for credit.

222

Film Genres

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Designed for
graduate students. Studies of patterns, styles, and themes of such genres
as the Western, gangster, war, science fiction, comedy, etc. May be
repeated twice for credit. '

223

Visual Perception

Seminar, three hours (additional hours as required). Designed for graduate
students. Aesthetic, psychological, and physiblogical principles of vision as
they relate to ways in which man “sees” film and television, with emphasis
on ways in which these are different from other visual experiences. S/U

or letter grading

270

Fllm Griticism

Seminar, three hours; film screenings, four to six hours. Designed for
graduate students. Study of key aesthetic questions of analysis and
evaluation in relation to central works of motion picture criticism. May be
repeated once for credit.

2N

Television Criticism

Seminar, three hours (additional hours as required). Designed for graduate
students. Analysis of major forms of television production and criticism it
has elicited. May be repeated ance for credit. S/U or letter grading

276

Non—-Western Film

Seminar, three hours (additional hours as required). Designed for graduate
students. Study of aesthetic and ideological impulses of selected films
from Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

277

Narrative Studies

Seminar, three hours (additional hours as required). Designed for graduate
studants. Study of writings on theory of narrative structure and their

significance for analysis of film forms. S/U or letter grading |

R Br— U h B FERK
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Peter Bart

Visiting Assistant Professor

Vice President and Editor-In—Chief Variety, Inc.

Eric Baum

Visiting Assistant Professor

VP, Business and Legal Affals for Worldwide Marketing
Group Sony Pictures Entertainment

Emanuelle Borde

Visiting Assistant Professor

Executive Producer, Sony Pictures Digital Entertainment

Steve Favne Visiting Assistant Professor |Partner Akin Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feid LLP
Alan Friel Visiting Assistant Professor [Speclal Councel

Tom Garvin Visiting Assistant Professor |Partner,Garvin & Benjamin, LLP

Bill Gerber Visiting Assistant Professor |President, Gerber Pictures

Geoffrey Gilmore

Visiting Assistant Professor

Director, Film Festival Programming/Speclal Projects
Sundance Institute

Program
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Peter Guber Producers Program Studio Chairman, Mandalay Entertainment Founding Co—Chalr
Professor

Sheila Hanahan |Visiting Assistant Professor |Vice President of Production & Development Zide/Perry

Entertalnment

David Hoberman |Visiting Assistant Professar  |Co—Founder, Hyde Park Entertainment

Jerry Katzman Director of Industry UCLA Department of Film and Television
Relations

Meg LaFauve Co—-Chair, Producers Founder and President, One—Eye Dog
Program

Denise Mann Co-Chair, Producers

Charles Newirth

Visiting Assistant Professor

[Tom Newman

Producer, Revolution Studios

Visiting Assistant Professor

Co—-Founder and Partner, Bull's Eye Entertainment

Terry Press Visiting Assistant Professor |Head of Marketing Dreamworks SKG
Arnold Rifkin Visiting Assistant Professor |Co-Founder, Cheyenne Enterprises
Co—Chair, PP Advisory Board

Joe Roth Visiting Assistant Professor |Founder and President, Revolution Studios
Myrl Schralbman_|Adjunct Professor Producer-Director-Author
Tom Sherak Visiting Assistant Professor |Partner, Revolution Studios
|Howard Suber Founding Co—Chalr,

Producers Program

Professor Emeritus
Kenneth Visiting Assistant Professor |Partner, Morrison & Foerster LLP
Suddleson
Jerry Zimmer Visiting Assistant Professor _[Partner, United Talent Agency

B 5-21 UCLA HE#H (School of Theater, Film, and Television £{4)

Allison Andres Writer/Director B6|Grace of My Heart{1996)
Carol Burnatt Actress 54 |Carol & Company(1880)
Francis Ford Coppola Producer/Director/Write 67|The Godfather (trilogy)

Dean Cundey Cinematographer 68 |Apolio 13(1995)

Susan Egan Actress 91 |Beauty and The Beast{19895)
David Loepp Writer/Directar/Produce 80| Jurassic Park{1993)

Gregory Nava Writer/Director 76 |Mi Familia{1995)

Tim Robbing Actor/Producer/Directo 82 [The Shawshank Redemption{1 984)
Ed Solomon Writer/Producer B2 |Men In Black{1997)

Mike Werb Writer/Producer 87|The Mask{1594)

A== HiERR  http//www.tft.ucla.edu
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BShella Hanahan Tavior(Sr—3 NWFN - FA45—):
UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television® Z70OF 2 —% — X 704 5L (Master of
Fine Arts) B B BhEUR.
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The Internet Movie Data Base(IMDb) http://www.imdb.com
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”A retired jewel thief has to return to his old ways when he discovers his wife is stuck
in the middle of a robbery. He's the only hope of rescuing her and the head robber is his
enemy.”
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1 Wayne E. Baker, Robert R. Faulkner “Role as Resource in the Hollywood Film
Industry” 1991, American Journal of Sociology 97, p279-309
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12 Questions and 7 Steps

12 Questions and 7 Steps

Questions for every story teller:

1) Is your movie Studio or Independent? Mainstream or Art House? Who is your core audience for the
film?

2) If you had to sum lip the story in 2 - 3 sentences (a log line) what would you say? What's the genre?

3) What's the tone? (for these genre and tone questions you should name similar films, post 1980, that
performed well at the box office -- no sense backing up your argument with a failed movie!
Remember, with tone, how important it is - WATERBOY is a far different comedy than
FARGO...ALIENS is a far different Sci Fi than MEN IN BLACK)

4) What's the theme/message you hope the audience will walk away with?
5) Who is the main character?

6) What is the main character’s internal and external goal? (Some people call an “internal goal” the
thing the lead is subconsciously needing in their life/their arc at story’s end. The reckless college
boys learn to be reliable; the old man makes peace with his daughter...which is different than
external — the college boys need to save the fraternity; the old man takes in his grandchildren to
keep them fed and schooled.)

7) Who is your protagonist and what's their goal?

8) What is the main relationship of the film?

9) Who is the antagonist?

10) What is the antagonist's internal and external goal?

11) What is the "narrative question" of the film? In other words, what is the question of the plot that the
audience is following: "will he get the money and the girl?"

12) What are the seven steps for your story?
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The Seven steps:

1) At the beginning of Act one we (world/situation we start in/hero's inciting
incident)
2) At the end of Act One, the hero . (est. goal; mention villain/1st

obstacle; has a plan to accomplish the goal.)

3) At the beginning of Act Two | . (plan spelled out, put
into action)

4) At the midpoint .(another obstacle or action
by Villain, hero revises plan and changes course accordingly)

5) At the end of Act Two (low point, plan has failed, hero
needs to put other skills into action to take charge...)

6) The Act Three Climax is .(just when it seems all is lost, X happens!
New plan, new idea.)

7) In the end, . (resolution/theme/lesson learned. Initial goal NOT
obtained. Newly enlightened lead has obtained better more appropriate goal instead. Boys in
American Pie have given up the goal of getting laid by prom...still get laid but also get more — love,
friendship, adulthood - than they had initially set out for. )
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Creating Bomb-Proof Loglines

The Screenwriter Web www.breakingin.net Screenplay Marketing
Advice

by Lenore Wright
Creating Bomb-Proof Loglines

All screenwriters use loglines to sell their scripts.

We use loglines in query letters to impress agents we've never met. We enter them in script competitions
to entice judges to read our screenplays. We post them in script registries to attract producers who live
3,000 miles away.

We ask a lot of our loglines. We need loglines that ROCK!

FIRST STEP TO A SCRIPT SALE

In some situations, loglines work better as a sales tool than screenplays do. Agents and producers look for
easy outs when dealing with unproduced writers. Loglines provide LESS for them to say no to than a
detailed synopsis or a complete script does. This can be a plus.

The logline introduces the story to them, offering a taste of the movie without forcing them to devour the
whole script. As they become familiar with the movie idea, they exercise their own imaginations. This
brings them a step closer to asking to read the script.

CREATING A DYNAMIC LOGLINE

Logline techniques vary among screenwriters but most will agree with this warning from the American
Association of Screenwriters, "If you can't say it in three sentences, you don't know what your script is
about."

---> Some writers simply summarize their movie: set-up, conflict, and resolution.

---> Other writers create a one sentence TV Guide style logline emphasizing both the external storyline
and the internal one.

An example would be this logline for E.T.: An alienated boy bonds with an extraterresstrial child
who's been stranded on earth; the boy defies the adults to help the alien contact his mothership so he can
go home.

-—> My suggestion: Don't limit yourself to the set-up or the plot, emphasize the unique elements of
your script that enable audiences to connect with the situation and identify with the hero. Think of the
logline as a commercial for your movie.

I'l show you what I mean by creating loglines for two popular movies:
LOGLINE FOR A CHARACTER-DRIVEN DRAMA: RAIN MAN

The set-up: A young, self-centered hotshot goes home for his father's funeral and learns he's been cut out
of the will. The family wealth goes to an older sibling - an autistic brother he never knew he had.

Imagine we were making a commercial for RAIN MAN. What clips would we use?

To create  IDENTIFICATION  with the star we'd show moments emphasizing the contrast between
the brothers and dramatize the star's frustration with this unexpected obstacle to his ambitions.

To create  CONNECTION  with the star's situation we'd show the ACTION he takes to get what he
wants -- the family money. How does he try to get control of the inheritance? He kidnaps the autistic
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brother. Since the brother is afraid to fly, they drive cross-country. They visit places (Las Vegas, fancy
shopping malls) where the hotshot feels at home but which the autistic brother finds challenging -
comically and touchingly.

To highlight the POTENTIAL CRISIS the hero faces, we'd focus on moments that dramatize the
unexpecied relationship developing between the brothers as the hotshot realizes how unusual his ‘savant'
brother is.

To emphasize what's at RISK  for the hotshot, we'd hint at the secret that binds them and threatens
the grandiose plans he has made.

LOGLINE FOR RAIN MAN:

A self-centered hotshot retumns home for his father's funeral and learns the family inheritance goes to an
autistic brother he never knew he had. The hotshot kidnaps this older brother and drives him cross-
country hoping to gain his confidence and get control of the family money. The journey reveals an
unusual dimension to the brother's autism that sparks their relationship and unlocks a dramatic
childhood secret that changes everything.

That logline would convince me to read the script.
LOGLINE FOR A PLOT-DRIVEN COMEDY: SOME LIKE IT HOT

The set-up: Two male musicians witness the St.-Valentine's Day massacre. When the mobsters pursue
them, they try to elude them by joining an all-girl band headed for a gig in Miami.

What film clips would we use to create a commercial for this classic comedy?

We'd emphasize the accelerating COMIC COMPLICATIONS that result from the cross-dressing:

The sax player falls so hard for a sexy girl in the band that he creates a new male identity so he can
pursue her.

The bass fiddle player struggles to keep from blowing their cover as he dodges the comical romantic
advances of an aging, nearsighted playboy.

We'd want to reveal the DANGEROUS COMPLICATIONS  that the mob massacre promised upfront.
We must reveal that the mobsters show up at the Miami resort where the 'girls' have a gig because their
arrival complicates the love stories and pressures the heroes.

LOGLINE FOR SOME LIKE IT HOT:

Two male musicians accidentally witness the St. Valentines' Day massacre; and to elude the mobsters
who pursue them, they dress in drag and join an all-girl band headed for Miami. One of them falls for a
sexy singer and poses as a Miami playboy so he can woo her; he convinces his pal to dodge the amorous
advances of the rather nearsighted Miami playboy he impersonates. Love conquers all -- till the mobsters
show up at the same Miami resort for a convention.

Who wouldn't want to read that script?

CHECKLIST FOR YOUR LOGLINE

Reveal the star's SITUATION

Reveal the important COMPLICATIONS

Describe the ACTION the star takes

Describe the star's CRISIS decision

Hint atthe CLIMAX - the danger, the 'showdown'
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Hint at the star's potential TRANSFORMATION

*

Identify SIZZLE: sex, greed, humor, danger, thrills, satisfaction

Identify GENRE

Keep it to three sentences

Use present tense

How can you pack all that into three sentences? If you think of your logline as a commercial for the
movie you've seen in your head as you've been writing the  script; then you'll breathe life and personality
into those three sentences.

Try it. Your logline will ROCK!
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Screenwriter Web www.breakingin.net Script Marketing Advice

PITCHING YOUR STORY TO SELL

Copyright (c) 2002, Lenore Wright

Many writers fear pitching their stories, if they wanted to perform for an audience, they would not have
chosen a solitary profession like writing. Script writing may be a solitary pursuit when you face the blank
page; but once you put something magic on that blank page, everybody wants to get into the act.

Working writers often pitch their stories while they're in the midst of writing their screenplays. Even after
they sell the script, they have to pitch it to the director and the actors. All successful screenwriters learn how
to pitch effectively, it's part of the job description.

TIPS FOR DYNAMIC PITCHING
=>PRACTICE YOUR PITCH

This seems rudimentary, but some writers get caught up in the omnipotent throes of the creative process and
believe they can wing it. Spare yourself and your audience some agony -- DON'T wing it.

INSIDER TIP: Practice pitching to a pal or writing partner. Pitch a screenplay you've already written or a
movie you've seen before you  practice pitching your new story. Leave the audience with the impression that
they've seen your movie or at least a tantalizing trailer of your movie.

=>WHAT TO INCLUDE IN YOUR PITCH

The pitch should be about 10 minutes max. This leaves time for feedback. The initial pitch must answer these
questions:

1) Who is the movie about?

Give the impression the movie centers on ONE character, the most interesting character -- the STAR. Movies
are star-driven. Even low-budget independent producers hope the unknown actor they cast in  the lead will
become a star or at least look like a star in this movie.

2) What happens to the star?
¢ Include the arena of the story and the basic situation of the star.
« Tell where the star is (emotionally, physically, mentally) at the beginning.
* Tell where he/she goes (emotionally, physically, mentally) during the movie.
* Explain where the star ends up (emotionally, physically, mentally) by the climax.
* Describe how the star's crisis changes him or her in some fundamental way.
* Emphasize the conflicts (internal and external) the star faces.

3) What gets in the way?
* Highlight major OBSTACLES (inanimate or physical sitnations).

* Describe important ADVERSARIES (characters) that try to prevent the star getting what they want. These
blockers should be worthy opponents, otherwise overcoming them won't be satisfying.
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4) What's at stake?

Describe a few dramatic moments in detail. Choose moments involving the star where the conflicts escalate or
the crisis becomes more complicated. Make it clear the star resolves the climactic crisis or is actively involved
inresolving it.

=>USE YOUR GENRE TO SELL YOUR PITCH

Know the genre of your movie -- movies are sold to audiences by genre. Your pitch audience is interested in
how they will market the movie as well as how they will make it. Don't tell them how to market it, jost
make it clear that it is MARKETABLE.

=>EMPHASIZE STAR QUALITIES
Present your story to emphasize the qualities that will attract the star, Here are some general guidelines:

1) Stars usually respond to an interesting, well-developed character canght up in a compelling situation with
potential for exciting conflict.

2) Stars instinctively want to play a character who takes action within the story that leads to the resolution of
the climactic conflict. Duh.

=>EMPHASIZE QUALITIES THAT MIGHT ATTRACT A SUCCESSFUL DIRECTOR.

To attract a director you must lay out a compelling story that can be told visually. By this I don't mean special
effects and stunning scenery. The story must unfold visually; the emotion conveyed visually, the danger
represented visually and so on. Your pitch demonstrates this by the action you choose to describe and the way
you've dramatized and resolved the conflicts

=>DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS

How detailed should you be? Don't become mired in miniscule movements of plot. Give them a movie trailer
not a summary of the movie.

HELPFUL PITCHING TOOLS ‘

A Screenplay Checklist: www.breakingin.net/checklist.htm

This article outlines the who-what-when-where-how-why of a screenplay story -- the vital elements of your
verbal pitch.

» Castability Considerations: www.nyscrcenwr'{ter.com/articlel 03.htm

- This helpful column focuses on story elements that will appeal to stars. Savvy producers or agents
instinctively respond to stories they believe will attract star talent.

* Book: THE PREFECT PITCH by Ken Rotcop

Pitching is a huge, amorphous topic -- that's why there aren't many books written about it. I recommend this
one: THE PERFECT PITCH: How to Sell Yourself and Your Movie Idea by Ken Rotcop.

All successful writers somehow Jearned how to pitch their stories effectively. So can you. Do the preparation.
This is not make-work, in fact some writers admit that pitching their stories improves their writing.
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If you do the preliminary work, when you arrive at your pitch meeting, you can take a deep breath and let 'er
rip.
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MAKING A GOOD FIRST IMPRESSION

Do's and Don'ts for Writers
By Wendy Moon
Host of the Do's and Don'ts for Writers Lounge

How to Write Query Letters & Log Lines

MAKING A GOOD FIRST IMPRESSION

Writing a bad query letter is like walking up to a stranger at a party and asking,"Ya wanna screw?"

Shocked you, didn't 1? You don't know me, or my sense of humor, and you don't know how to take that.
Beginning a column that bluntly strikes the average reader as off-putting at the least, disgusting at the
most. That's the point. That's how your query letter can come across in an agent's or production
company's office. Most strangers wouldn't take you up on an invitation to "screw" nor will most
professionals consider a bad query letter. I don't just mean misspellings or bad grammar but content as
well. It wouldn't have helped if you had said, "Would you like to have pre-marital coitus with me?"
Except, they may not have understood the last word.

A query letter is exactly like meeting someone at a business cocktail party. It's all about first impressions.
You're both there to make connections and see if there's a possibility of doing business together. Just like
at a party, you have only a moment to connect before they are distracted by the next arrival, It's up to you
and you alone to make that one page count. Just like at a party, no one willingly talks to a bore or a boor.

The truth is: it doesn't matter how fantastic your script is if you can't get a professional to read it. A good
query is the single most important thing that you'll ever write. It is one of the keys to unlock the first door
to Hollywood. Then it's up to your script to open the door. You've worked long and hard to make the
script the best you can. You owe it to yourself and to your work to labor over your query letter.

A good query letter tells the prospective agent or the prodco that:

. You are confident, even if you aren't;

. You are a professional in your actions, even if you haven't sold a script;

. You know how to write very well and, hopefully, that others have realized it, too;
. Exactly what the script is about.

Each element is essential. The query letter is selling yourself as much as it is selling a script. Though
writing a query takes some different skills than writing a good script, there are some important common
writing characteristics that readers assume also apply to the script: vagueness or clarity; conciseness vs.
verbosity; boldness or weakness. It may not be fair, but it happens. They can presume your script is like
your letter, so make sure you're conveying the impression you want.

A query letter is comprised of 4 parts:

. A hook or attention-grabber;

. The logline for the script(s);

. Your best credentials;

. An invitation to read the script.

That's all. Nothing more. Nothing less. It shouldn't be more than one page long -- and it should fit well
within that one page. Many agencies accept the loglines separately on a second page. That doesn't mean
you have extra room to go on about your dreams or plans or how your third-grade teacher thought you
wrote so well. All that means is that the first page is shorter and faster o read,

Query letters should:

. Be individualized to a person/company;
. Be professional not personal;
’ Be perfect in spelling and grammar;
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. Be perfectly formatied and printed;
o Say three times as much as it seems 1o.

Query letters should never:

. Come across as arrogant, pretentious or najve;

. Brag or claim too much;

. Be cutesy or too familiar;

. Tell too much about the script;

. Ask for representation from an agent;

. Claim someone recommends you that hasn't or knows you that doesn't.

Perhaps these things seem obvious to you, but agencies' and prodcos’ experience say otherwise.
o o p

Many writers would rather write three scripts than one guery letter, but they really aren't that hard to do
well. Maybe you're an introvert and the party analogy is frightening as well. The fact remains: you either
wrile great query letters, or you overcome that shyness and network to get your scripts in the right hands.
There is no other way. It's your future and you just have to learn to do it, but wriling great queries isn't
hard. It just takes practice.

The process is just like learning to write a screenplay. At first, the format, the elements of plot, character, -
dialogue, pacing, conflict and so forth seem overwhelming. By the third or fourth script, you find that it
comes more naturally. Query letters will become easier and easier to write as you work on them.

In subsequent columns, we'll be diseussing all of the elements, parts and tricks that will make your next
query letter get the response you want: an invitation to send the script.

Producers’ Forum WORKSHOP 2/2 04.10.14




THE SECRETTO A WINNING QUERY

How to Write Query Letters & Log Lines
By Wendy Moon

Host of the Do's and Don'ts for Writers Lounge
THE SECRET TO A WINNING QUERY

If you're like me, you want to immediately plunge into talking about the hook, or the logline. You want to
get that letter out in today's mail and are looking for the one trick that will make it a winner. Being a
generous soul, I'll tell you what you really want to know. Not what you think you want to know. You
won't like it, but I'll tell you what gets my query letters up to an 85% favorable response rate and gotmea
literary agent.

You see, it isn't a trick at all. It's an attitude. It's confidence. That's all. Confidence that shouts louder
than arrogance. Confidence that shines through every word. Confidence that says,"I am capable. I am
professional. I know I am a good writer," without ever coming right out and saying that.

My nephew works for one of the top investment companies in America and part of his duties is 10 do the
first cut on resumes. These resumes come from Harvard M.B.A.'s and people with excellent working
experience. Yet Jay can sit down and go through a foot-high stack in twenty minutes and end up with ten
resumes at the most. It doesn't matter what their curriculum vitae says, he doesn't get that far. It's all in the
cover letter and, worse yet, it's allin the first paragraph. The writer unwittingly reveals insecurity, *
desperation and suggests incompetence. Qualities that are not highly valued by Wall Street. What Jay
wants to see is if the writer sounds confident. It's the single most important quality an employer desires in
an applicant. The next round will test that, and the actual qualifications, but it's confidence that opens the
door in the first place. This revealing tendency is just as evident in writers, a notoriously insecure lot.

Now, if you're like me, you aren't really all that confident. You worry about whether you really are a
good writer, you hate rejection, and you are afraid that no one is going to find GRUBWORM'S
REVENGE as interesting as you and your mother do. That's normal and, frankly, it doesn't matter. Tell it
to your therapist, keep it out of your correspondence. If you sound like you don't believe in yourself, why
should someone whose job will depend on your script believe in you?

It doesn't matter if you feel insecure if you can act and write like you're not. First of all, Hollywood itself
is notoriously insecure so you're in good company. When the stakes are so high, when jobs are so
tenuously held, when "no one knows nothing" there's a good reason for a certain baseline insecurity. But
that's what makes confidence on the part of a writer so intoxicating. Confidence is a power and power
attracts power. Sounding like you're confident makes you appear attractive and Hollywood loves
attractive people -- but they really love working with attractive personalities. Perhaps because they are
more familiar with less attractive ones.

You also have a natural insecurity if you aren't a Randall Wallace or Brian McQuarrie that can |
immediately command attention with their Oscar status. Most of you don't have proof that other . |
professionals think you are a great writer, or even a good writer. But you don't need to have proof to get a i
script read. It helps -- and I encourage you to get some -- but it's not essential. You have to believe that f‘
reading your script will be the proof they need. Luckily, in this business, everyone is always looking for
the next Nora Ephron or Eric Roth. A great script is not like having a lJaw degree or M.B.A. in today's job
market -- Hollywood really is eager to find you. You just have to believe it and then sound like it.

I've said sound confident four times now because that is what I mean. You don't have to actually be
confident through and through. I'm not talking about b.s. because they have betler b.s. detectors than you
have b.s. ability. I'm talking about getting into a mindframe where you are confident about what you are
proposing.

A query letter should not ask them to validate your existence in the cosmos. Many writers come across
as if they are asking permission to be a writer and sometimes to exist at all. The object of your query is
precisely the wrong person to expect any affirmation from at first --other than "send the script." Their job
is to say no far more than they say yes, and they are very good at it. But if you're mixing yourself up in
the query, you'll end up getting hurt as a person. They won't intend to hurt you, but that won't stop the
pain. Don't let them say no to you as a person by placing more value on the letter than it has. Let them say
yes or no only to your script.
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This is the level of confidence you need: you're asking them if they would like to read your script. Even
the most insecure writer can achieve that. How do you reveal insecurity?

Lack of confidence is revealed in phrases and words like: I think, 1 feel, I believe, maybe, If you don't
mind. While Hugh Grant has made a fortune from charming diffidence, few writers do. Writers have to be
bold without being cocky. Instead of thinking, know. Better yet, avoid referring to your opinions on the
matter at all. They could care less that you think or that you know -- what they want is for you to make
them know that they want to see this script. Even a simple sentence like, "I am looking for representation”
gives off this scent, not just because it's obvious, because it's a time-waster that says, "I'm afraid to get to
the bottom line here." Conciseness appears confident and confidence = competence. Verbosity reads like
insecurity = incompetence.

Bravado and boasting is also a transparent sign of insecurity, so avoid that extreme. Statements like "this
is the best script you'll ever read" make people laugh and assume you're clueless. What you're aimin g for
is the happy medium. You don't have to say it's good, you know it and they will know it to when they
read it. Be the James Bond of queries. You don't have 1o prove anything to yourself or (o others; you
simply do it. You assume your capability will be self-evident. No sweat, No strain. You make it look as
effortless as "Bond, James Bond," does. That's just as impressive on paper as it is on screen.

Insecurity is also revealed when you don't know what your script is about and its genre. If you have to
take three or more sentences to describe your script, it shows that you aren't confident that you know what
it's about either and that really really bugs editors, agents, and producers. If you say you have a historical -
romance/westem/suspense it sounds like you're not really sure what genre it fits best. If you're not sure,
then why should they know how to pitch it better than you?

Insecurity is revealed by verbosity, excessive adjectives and weak verbs. It's like the writer thinks if they
go on and on then something sometime will strike someone as interesting. Not true. The shorter, stronger
and vivid a letter is, the more it strikes us as interesting. Plus, it's just bad writing as it tends to bury the
lead. The best part is stuck in there with so much other stuff that they miss it entirely.

As an exercise, invent a character who is going o write a query letter. Make the character confident,
capable, poised and give her a certain flair. Then have this character write the letter. See the difference?

A confident writer knows what the screenplay is about and its genre. They can describe it in concise,
vivid words. They know what the most interesting part about it is. They simply state, not brag. They
know that this agent or producer likes this kind of material -- that's why they are sending it to them. They
leave themselves and their emotions out of the letter. They simply are offering something to someone
who they have "confidence" that they know will be interested. It's as unemotional as offering the salt to
someone eating corn on the cob.

Reread your old queries and see if you can find the red flags. Rewrite them as "the confident writer."
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How to Write a Really Good Log Line
By Wendy Moon

Host of the Do's and Don'ts for Writers Lounge
HOW TO WRITE A REALLY GOOD LOGLINE

A logline line is the most critical thing you'll write to getin the game -- it can dead end a great script, and
it can get the worst script in the world read. You have two to three sentences--abou{ 25-35 words total, 1o
convince someone to request the script--make them count.

"TJUST *CAN'T* DO IT IN SO FEW WORDS." I've heard it over and over: "But my script just can't be
boiled down to a couple sentences- -it isn't fair to the script!” But it can and will be done. Any coverage
you get will do exactly that. You think you're not doing justice to your script if you have to truncate what
it's about--but the true justice your script deserves is to be read and bought. Writing long, drawn out
intricate loglines is truly unfair because it makes it less likely that the script will be read at all.

You've heard over and over, "If you can't say il in three sentences, you don't know what your script is
about." Trust me--they're right and you're wrong. You have to, absolutely must, learn to get to the heart of
what your script is about--your career may very well depend on your ability to state what your script is
about in a fascinating way. That's what a pitch is and a logline is a written pitch. If you're going to have a
career, it's a task you will eventually have to master, so start practicing now.

PASSION IS THE NAME OF THE GAME: Get *passionate* about the idea before you write it. This is
not a time to be objective. Your goal is to elicit emotion in the reader - to whip up a hunger in the reader
-- to make them want 1o read it before anyone else does. Let your love for the idea show--you're not a
critic writing a review, you're a salesman who has to make his monthly quota,

In fact, write the logline before you write the script when you're really really excited about the concept
then save it until you're getting ready to market the script. Sure, it might be modified at the end, but
sometimes we understand the whole picture better when we haven't painstakingly painted in all the details.
It can be like an aerial view of the forest. (It can also help you keep the script on track as you're wriling it).
But if your script is done, give it a quick re-read. At the moment when you're most excited about how
great it is, then write the logline. As you continue to read it, write another one every time you're filled

with enthusiasm. Don't try to re-work the one you just wrote. Write a new one. Afterwards, pick the best
one and work it over but good. Your passion HAS to come through in the logline.

IMAGINE WHAT PEOPLE WILL SAY AT THE WATER COOLER: Most writers makes their loglines
too complicated. Combat that by imagining what people would say after they saw the film. How would
they describe your movie? What are the details that will stand out for them? "These fifteen-mile wide
spaceships wipe out New York, Washington D.C. and L.A.. They're going to destroy the whole world
unless the President can coordinate a battle plan from the Area 51 secret military base. He has to rely on a
drunken cropduster and a computer nerd to save the world from extinction.” Then refine that.

READ THE BACK OF NOVELS, READ ADS: Please *don't* study the TV listing versions. In my

opinion, they usually stink. For example, this is how the movie DELIVERANCE was described, "Four |
Atlanta businessmen on a canoe trip are humbled by nature and mountain men." Sounds like something ; i
on the Discovery Channel! The TV listing versions are models of brevity, but that's all. Tape and then |
study the Academy Awards summaries of the Best Picture nominees--they are excellent.

But meanwhile, find paperback novels that are "like" your script and read the snippet on the backs of
them. How do they portray the story? Learn from them how they entice you to read the book. Study the
words in ads on tv and magazines. Study Billboards. That's where you're going to find evocative phrasing,
concise ways to bring your point across. Look at the query letter as a letter ad: how would the markeling
gurus sum up what your script is about? OK, now you're getting close.

CONCISE WRITING IS PARAMOUNT (and Universal, Dreamworks, and--ok, bad joke) As tempting
as it is to cram every bit of information you possibly can into two senlences, it's not effective. Here's an
example:

SCHINDLER'S LIST, drama: Oskar Schindler is a social-climbing, avaricious businessman and playboy
who doesn't seem to care for anyone but himself. But when he witnesses atrocities as the Nazis drive the
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Jews out of a ghetlo, he becomes an unusual humanitarian against his own better judgment. Devoted to
ingratiating himself with the Nazi brass in order to get war supply contracts, he still feels that he must
protect the Jews by hiring only them for his factory so they can work and not be deported to the camps
where they will certainly die. This script is adapted from the true life story of Oskar Schindler who
managed to ernploy around 1,100 Jews and thus saved them from being gassed at the Auschwitz
concentration camp. This story will make everyone realize that good exists even in those we don't think
know about compassion at all. 144 words!! Now, it tells the story but it weakens it by telling us far too
much. It's repetitive and the sentences are unwieldy to put it kindly. Avoid a bad Wiiliam Faulkner style.
This example, written by Harald Mayr from the Internet Movie Database, is much better.

SCHINDLER'S LIST, drama: "Oskar Schindler is a vain, glorious [grammatical error in original] and
greedy German businessman who becomes unlikely humanitarian amid the barbaric Nazi reign when he
feels compelled to turn his factory into a refuge for Jews. Based on the true story of Oskar Schindler who
managed (o save about 1100 Jews from being gassed at the Auschwitz concentration camp. A testament
for the good in all of us."

This summary type logline line cuts out a lot of details but it still comes in at 66 words (it's only fair 1o
point out that Mayr wasn't pitching this--it was intended for a different purpose entirely). It should be
shorter, leaner, and pack a bit more punch if it was intended for a prodco or agency query.

Ernest Hemmingway is the style you really need --so, here it is:

SCHINDLER'S LIST, drama: A playboy manufacturer rescues 1,100 Jews from certain death. Appalled
by atrocities in Nazi Germany, he hoodwinks the Nazi brass and converts his factory into a refuge for
Jews. Based on Oskar Schindler's true story.

Now it's 37 words. Much tighter, implies more proaction on his part.

SET A FAST PACE: Set the pace they can expect in the script. They will assume the script is as good as
the logline--if it zings along and intrigues them, they will be interested in the script. If it's confusing and
meanders, then they will assume your script will, too. Unfair? Maybe. But it's life. That's what you do
when you choose a book or video to rent. Why would they be any different?

DON'T TAKE A RUNNING START: "It's about a who " It's lousy to read for us.
Leap in like a writer I know did: "Before he was 21 he had killed 75 people.” Wow! Who would stop
reading at that point? The specific numbers grab our attention. Use alliteration, assonance, whatever you
can to make those few words sing.

MAKE EVERY WORD DO DOUBLE DUTY: Make each word reveal character and plot. "A playboy
manufacturer” tells us what the businessman does more specifically and that it's an unlikely person to turn
humanitarian. It also tells us that there will be girls/sex in some way--always interesting to H'wood.
Greedy is alright, but greedy isn't all that uncommon. "Hoodwinking" tells us that he's proactive, clever,
shows a sense of how the action will go. "Appalled by atrocities” implies that the script shows his
conscious-raising experience and the atrocities that caused it. "Nazi brass" clues us into the specific
antagonists--using just Nazis is too general a villain.

LESS IS MORE: Don't inundate the reader with useless information--it's an index card, not a thesis. So,
we don't need to know at this point that it's a refuge because he hires them, that he's vainglorious, greedy
and so forth. If you look back at the first logline and then third, you'll find that the third actually tells us
more of what we need to know than the first. ‘

USE PRESENT TENSE: Avoid the past tense like a bill-collector and the progressive tense like you
avoid telemarketers. "The progressive tense is using the "ing" form of verbs." as opposed to "Progressive
tense uses "ing" verb endings." Present tense, just like in your script, is more exciting, immediate and it
will sound fresher.

Check for weak verbs, wordiness. Don't use adverbs or adjectives unless absolutely necessary and then
use only one per noun or verb and make them vivid ones. Craft the sentences, don't swipe them with a
broad brush. Re-write until you can't get the sentence any leaner, any shorter, more vivid.

WHEN YOU HAVE A CHARACTER-DRIVEN SCRIPT: You've got to find a way to describe what
*really* happens because what literally transpires doesn't usually sound very dramatic. *How* the events
affect and *who* it affects is the story you're trying 1o tell. That's why there can be so many Oscar
nominated movies about a "young, married woman who learns valuable life lessons as she dies from a
fata] disease." Character-driven scripts are the hardest to write loglines for yet they make the best, most
complex movies. But the query letter reader doesn't know what you've done with the events. It's your job
totell them. What sets YOUR script apart from all other scripts that have a similar basis? What is
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unigue about your characters and how they react to the events? No one's going 1o waste their time
guessing that's what you're really driving at if you merely relate the plot. State what makes your
characters fascinating upfront -- even if (and I say this guardedly) you have to say it bluntly and badly.

ACTION -BASED SCRIPTS: Here, you have to emphasize the set pieces that are unique to your script as
well as the plot and the characters. The action genre depends heavily on the all 1oo-typical gun battle-
explosions-fist fights-chases and the plots revolve heavily around the same narrow range of good vs. evil.
It’s even more important to tell the prospective reader why your script is different, fresh, what you do that
is unique. A friend of mine has a teaser for her script that fascinated me: "What he knows could kil us.
Telling us could kill him." That's not the logline as we need to know a bit more, but it makes us what to
read the logline.

DON'T BE AFRAID--BE ENTHUSED Work as hard on your loglines as you did on your script. Don't
give them a chance to write back "not interested because it sounds like .... " By then it's too late to
say,"But it's really about...." It's up to you -- no one is going 1o second-guess your logline, no one is going
1o give you the benefit of the doubt, no one is going to ask for something they aren't interested in reading.
Don't get afraid -- get enthused. If all you're getting back is "no thanks" then re-evaluate your logline --
chances are, you're not doing justice to your script.
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Do's and Don'ts for Writers
Bad Log Lines
By Wendy Moon

Host of the Do's and Don'ts for Writers Lounge

REALLY BAD LOGLINES

(Thanks to the scrnwrit listers who participated in the really bad logline contest)

Test your logline skills: What's wrong with these Joglines?

1) "A young married woman learns valuable lessons as she dies from a fatal illness."
This logline describes which movie:

° a) LOVE STORY

° b) SHADOWLANDS

° ¢) STEEL MAGNOLIAS

° d) TERMS OF ENDEARMENT

° ) innumerable movies of the week
o f) all of the above

2) "GRUBWORM'S REVENGE, romance. A man and woman fall in love as they stumble upon buried
treasure in the mountaijns. It's TREASURE OF THE SIERRA MADRES meets IT COULD HAPPEN TO
You." ‘ ‘

° a) no one watches Humphrey Bogart movies anymore

° b) It pairs a classic with a movie that didn't do well at the box office

3) "A group of scientists and a lawyer travel to a Caribbean island with the wealthy owner of a dinosaur
amusement park to "vet" it. Two children and one of the scientists are stranded in the park during a tropical
storm when the electricity fails and must find their way out battling dinosaurs. The lawyer gets eaten in one
bite by a T-Rex. Meanwhile, the other scientists and the owner are trapped in the main building trying to
correct the computer problems the programmer had set up to cover his escape with the dinosaur DNA he is
selling to competitors.”

° a) it's too long

° b) it doesn't tell us who the protagonist is

o ¢) it's too complicated

° d) this writer should enter the Faulkner Contest
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° e) all of the above

4) "A small group of Americans must do a critical action to save the world from hostile forces that threaten
the future of the free world" describes:

° a) INDEPENDENCE DAY

° d) THE DIRTY DOZEN

° ¢) FATHER GOOSE

° d) BUGS BUNNY NIPS THE NIPS
° e) all of the above

5) "E.T., family drama: A young boy befriends an alien and ends up helping him go home."

° a) alien could mean someone from another country
° b) "helping him go home" is 100 vague
° c) it misses the point of the script

6) "SCHINDLER'S LIST, drama, A manufacturer employs a maltreated minority segment of the population to
produce his goods during wartime."

° a) sounds like a documentary

° b) only accurate t6 a point

° _ ° d) misses the key ingredients that *make* the movie interesting
° €) too vague

° f) all of the above

7) "GRUBWORM'S REVENGE, drama. Jane is a plain woman with a borderline personality, a drinking
problem and who just doesn't "play well with others.""

° a) hardly anyone knows what "borderline personality" means
° b) Leaves you with the "And‘then what?" feeling

° ¢) The name Jane is boring

° d) what has a drinking problem got to do with anything?

8) "A brilliant young female FBI agent must trust with psychotic convict with a taste for fava beans with his
liver to hunt down a seria] killer."
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o a) the guy's an Italian immigrant?
° b) misses the key twist that makes the movie fascinating

The point of the test is -- if you haven't gotten it already -- that loglines can make or break your chances to
have a script read.

WHY THESE LOGLINES WOULD NEVER SELL THE SCRIPT
. 1) "A young married woman learns valuable lessons as she dies from a fatal illness.” answer is f.

In all of the movies it possibly describes, the illness was the least important part of the story -- it gave the
timeline, it set the parameters which forced the characters to interact in meaningful ways with one another. So,
*what* happens is very often not what you want to emphasize in the logline--particularly if it's going to recall
other movies that sound too similar. Now each of the movies was very different from one another--but you
couldn't tell that from this logline. What was unique in each case is lost--in SHADOWLANDS, the story was
really about a middle-aged man who didn't want to fall in love but does--only to lose his beloved. In TERMS
OF ENDEARMENT, it's really about her relationship with her mother. If your storyline can be minimized to
sound "like" other movies--make sure you make what makes it bold and different than anything else be what
they read in the logline. '

. 2) "GRUBWORM'S REVENGE, romance. A man and woman fall in love as they stumble upon
buried treasure in the mountains. It's TREASURE OF THE SIERRA MADRES mieets IT COULD HAPPEN
TO YOU." answer: b.

Never ever compare it to a movie that didn't do well--the automatic association is that yours won't do well
either, But it's generally not a good idea to use this technique in a written pitch. It is a shorthand way that's
effective at times in conversations--but you should be aware that some agents and producers don't like this
way of describing movies at all.

. 3) "A group of scientists and a lawyer travel to a Caribbean island, .. " AnsSwer: e.

It's tells us way too much and not enough of what really matters. It relates subplots and includes an
insignificant detail (the lawyer). It tells about way too many characters without teiling us who the protagonist
is. It doesn't sound like a movie that could break box office records. That's unfair to the script to sell it so
short. Make it vivid, powerful and stick to the most exciting storyline--which, hopfully, is also the main one.

. 4) "A small group of Americans must do a critical action to save the world from hostile forces that
threaten the future of the free world" answer: e.

Comedy, cartoon, an alien invasion and a World War IT suspense drama all sound the same. There's no way to
tell how the material is being treated in the script from the logline. And putting "Comedy" or "Drama” doesn't
really tell us much. It would totally miss the point of FATHER GOOSE--at that point, if would pretty much
describe KELLY'S HEROES too. The actual logline should make it crystal clear if it's comedy, drama,
suspense, sci-fi. Don't make the agent wonder how you're treating the material--particularly if you're dealing
with an era or concept that's been done and done and done a gain.

. 5) "E.T., family drama, A young boy befriends an alien and ends up helping him go home." answer;
¢ (but b would be right, too).

Gosh, an illegal alien? A visitor from another country or planet? Helping him go home doesn't begin to
describe what happened in the movie--or happened to the boy through the process. It misses the emotional
connection--"befriends" just doesn't do it. Besides, it sounds like something a high school student's term paper.

. 6) "SCHINDLER'S LIST, drama, A manufacturer employs a maltreated minority segment of the
population to produce his goods during wartime." answer: f.
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It accurately described the movie. In a way--a distant way. Despite the brutally honest and moving events, it
was a character driven movie--why did this guy do that and how did he change? This logline reduces it to a
labor issue and sounds like a documentary--which would totally misrepresent the script. Character is the key
element that set Schindler's List apart from other movies about those times. If it's about a manufacturer in
WWII Germany that saves hundreds of Jews from death--you better tell me. Otherwise, it could be the
KATHIE LEE GIFFORD STORY. Let me know that the story *really* is about how this selfish playboy
changes through the process--that might make me think there's a story there,

. 7) "GRUBWORM'S REVENGE, drama. Jane is a plain woman with a borderline personality, a

drinking problem and who just doesn't "play well with others." " answer: b

This isn't a logline; It's the beginnings of a character sketch. The first response it "And, the point is?" or "So
What?" It's the reverse of the problem with #6-- character alone doesn't make a script either-- it's characters in
a specific plot. Together they suggest that somethin g fascinating is going to happen to this individual in this
setup of events. Compare it to: "LETHAL WEAPON: A suicidal L.A. cop is paired with a family-man police
officer. Together they uncover a huge drug-smuggling operation. As their success rate grows so does their
friendship.” Now that suggests interesting possibilities. The use of cop to describe one and police officer to
describe the other is a subtle indication of how they approach their jobs.

. 8)"A brilliant young female FBI agent must {rust with psychotic convict with a taste for fava beans
with his liver in order to hunt down a serial killer." answer: b.

The reader doesn't know it's human liver the guys eating -- that!] beat out fava beans any day of the week.
You might say, no one's goin g to miss that on their loglines -- but don't overestimate writers' abilities to screw
themselves up. Maybe you want to surprise the reader -- you don't want them to know until partway through
the script -- yuk, he's a cannibal! Cool! -- so you hide the one thing that's going to make them wanf to read it
and you'll never get a chance to surprise anyone (and let's face it, there were plenty of other surprises in store
for that reader even knowin g what Lector ate). Here's an excellent logline from the Internet Movie Database:
"Dr. Hannibal Lecter. Brilliant. Cunning. Psychotic. In his mind lies the clue to a ruthless killer. Clarice
Starling, FBI. Brilliant. Vulnerable. Alone. She must trust him to stop the killer." It doesn't give away the
“secret” but it suggests much much more through it's abrupt style. In this case, the names add a great deal to
the logline.

OK, s0 now you know some of the common mistakes that make a really bad logline-- let's £0 on to writing a
really good logline. Next column, please!
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