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BH. Thuk 907 HEERCHRET S L 36 B Lk
5. HATBREfFI—gr WE, H—RERo T
BERER LT HEISHIFLERT 2 BERS Y, $

s

BR 4 JFAEHETE (DEERE r=0.8m).

BRE 5 HAEAEF (@EEE r=0.0m).

TERIBCTEE LT B0 12 Th 52% HH
FEEDEE Lin WA SHTEROSE, £ OBEEE
W FFERORERFME S XY, TrFa=—x
ROBFEEEC X > THRE-TLES. LEOFAE



294 A F A D = KA OB L T

z
& IV
L e T
- 5F:
z
o Yy
oLl ZB RIS T H F B 4 <l

B 8 M DC %——ﬁ_@/w—’&%.

BB D FERRIL, & — 59— £y 775 50 KHz
DALAETCEITARBR LD L, S AFER
DA 10kHz ¥ CO LA LHER TRV EWS
A= FY =7 EORICI 5L DOTHS.

5.4 E—7HBN\I—DIE

X 83, MELWALK MARK-T o#if DC =
— ZHE AT - OBBFNELER LIS DTH L. T
T My 1z MARK-I w8 I hicfnE=Th 5.
FREPRNCRE L TWBALAR, 7 b MV ET
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OB CRHENEA R TSR BERELR LT
WHT LA B.
iz MELWALK % A 7 OHT8HO = 3 ¥ —
HMEOBED DARIAAPRICOWTEET S, £—X
HBE-xAY~ EBETs30E LT (DM
Tk DES) =2 A F—0gl, (i) #F v ¥yr=
FAF— OB, BEV, (i) ¥a A v BOBEER
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STUDY ON WALKING MACHINES WITHOUT
COOPERATIONAL CONTROL REQUIREMENT

Makoto KANEKO, Minoru ABE, Kazuo TANIE and Susumu TACHI

Mechanical Engineering Laboratory

Legged locomotion over irregular terrain is
composed of body propelling motion and terrain

adapting motion. Although conventional walking
machines with three active degrees of freedom (d.



o.f) for each leg can adapt their feet on irregular
ground using flexible leg freedom, such machines
generally require a tremendously complex control
scheme for the body propelling motion, because
cooperational control of leg freedoms in stance
is required for a system with several closed
kinematic chains between the body and the
ground.

To cope with this problem, a walking machine
with decoupled freedoms, described in this paper,
is based on the idea that body propelling motion
is realized by only one degree of freedom and
can be perfectly decoupled from the freedoms
for terrain adaptability. In this type walking
machine, the control system is perfectly released
from the control of closed kinematic chains.
Therefore it can be expected that the control
algorithm will become much easier than that
of conventional walking machines having three
active d.o.f. per each leg. First, the authors
discuss such walking machines and make clear
the quadruped walking model with minimum
active d.o.f. through basic considerations of
freedoms of walking machines. Next, according
to observations of animal locomotion, a hexapod
walking machine (MELWALK) with decoupled
freedoms using an approximate straight line
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mechanism is developed in order to realize faster
and simpler walking machines than the quadruped
one. As the foot pattern of this walking ma-
chine is limited to only one pattern, other kinds
of freedoms are established to implement a body
direction changing motion and a terrain adapting
motion. Rotational freedom other than propul-
sion is added to implement the body direction
changing motion, and extension and contraction
freedom to the legs are also added to implement
the terrain adapting motion. Although more
than two active d.o.f. for each leg are desirable
for terrain adaptability, the proposed walking
machine has only one active d.o.f. for simpli-
city. Experiments are carried out to certify the
body propelling motion, terrain adapting motion
and body direction changing motion. It can be
recognized from the trajectory of LED that the
body proceeds along an approximate straight line
close to an exact one. - Body direction changing
motion is implemented with relatively high

speed. Furthermore in order to check energetic
efficiency, the power consumed by DC motor
is also measured using MELWALK MARK-IL
Several features of the proposed hexapod walking
machine are revealed through these experiments.



